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We acknowledge our existence on land taken by genocidal force without 
any form of compensation or semblance of justice.



 

 
 
  

If you have this book and aren't homeless, have a read and try to 

understand homelessness at a level beyond blame and individual fault. 

Although this is about practical help, the purpose of this book is also to 

widen the scope of thought and debate around homelessness and the 

issues which surround it. 
 

If you see someone who might need a hand, you can do more than drop a 

coin or two, but you don't have to approach them like a saviour either. Be 

equal and human - ask them how they're doing - what their plan is for the 

week. If they're unsure about something, maybe you can use this to put 

them in the right direction (or give this to them).  
If you see the value in this sort of work and activity, send an email to 

  bsn@riseup.net or check out http://www.ibcat.tk  where you can 

request more copies of this book, see what else we do, what we're about 

and how you can help out if you're interested. Any help or suggestions 

about additions to this would also be greatly appreciated. 

 

Remember - capitalism keeps our lives in a constant state of crisis and 

instability and for most of us homelessness is an ever-lurking threat. 

Brisbane Solidarity Network is a grassroots initiative which aims to organise, 
through direct action and mutual-aid to contribute towards the building of a 
non-hierarchical, anti-authoritarian solidarity movement.

Refused repairs? Unpaid wages? Fighting a dodgy boss or landlord?
Don't Fight Alone - There are people in Brisbane willing to get behind you.
bsn@riseup.net   //     www.solnet.co.nr    //    07 4422 0238
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Forward: 
 

The road towards sustainable accommodation is not an easy one, and this listing 

recognises that for many the steps in here will be difficult if not impossible to 

achieve. Nonetheless, it is with hope that this book will help to decode the steps 

towards appropriate accommodation and provide some practical direction in the 

here and now. 
 

Firstly, this forward will look at what homelessness is and why it exists. The 

term ‘homelessness’ doesn’t do justice to the homeless experience, 

as in most cases it inevitably involves more than just a lack of residence or 

housing. In reality the homeless experience is multidimensional and is often tied 

together with - for example - feelings of alienation, a lack of social and familial 

support networks, unemployment/underemployment as well as not having 

a ‘home’. This will be explored further below. 
 

The concept of ‘home’ is at the heart of the term homelessness. ‘Home’ means 

different things to different people but ultimately it relates to a space or place 

which acts as a  place of peace; a place in which a person is able to freely and 

comfortably explore and express their identity or sense of self. 
 

Currently, the Australian Bureau of Statistics shows that Queensland has the 

second highest rate of homelessness in Australia (after NT), with over 

26, 000 known Queenslanders in crisis accommodation, sleeping rough, 

squatting, couch surfing etc with many more on the brink of homelessness, 

uncounted or in other unstable forms of accommodation. Behind the image of 

the ‘luckiest and most affordable state in Australia' lies a mass of people 

struggling to keep  their heads above water. 

 

It is also interesting to note that the term unemployment is misleading – 

being statistically employed means working one hour or more per week! 
 
 

There is a severe lack of affordable housing, support services and crisis accomm- 

odation in Queensland. Those that are available lack sufficient resources, resulting 

in an unsupportive and unsafe environment for those experiencing homelessness. 

To expand on this, many crisis accommodation centres are environments which 

breed drug abuse and violence, and a lack of resource allocation leads to a design 

of service which is disempowering and out of touch. People are forced into 

homelessness for a multitude of reasons. We live in a world that imposes an anti-

social, competitive, fiercely individualistic political system on top of a humanity  
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which is inherently social and interdependent. Current neoliberal reforms 

further expand multinational corporate control over our lives. Decision making 

power is held in the hands of a tiny minority, people are valued and judged 

according to their utility as consumers and economic decisions are based on 

profit rather than social impact, well-being and need. It is the opposite of a 

world which acknowledges our interdependence - a world 

which views each person as having inherent uniqueness, value, dignity and 

worth – where healthy communities are of prime concern. 

 

The logic of Capitalism and its structures are profoundly irrational and 

sociopathic. In its never ending quest for profit & resources the system and 

those who benefit from it commit numberless atrocities as a matter of 

routine daily functioning. Now a small society based on this principle is ugly 

but may survive, however a global society based on that principle, which we 

are, is headed for massive destruction. We face today some of the most 

awesome problems in human history, including the destruction of our 

fragile  environment. 

 

Capitalist social relations violate the rights, humanity and dignity of people, their 

workplaces and communities and continue to ever-increasingly threaten us with 

the destruction of the entire planet. Whether we have Parliamentary democracy 

or dictatorship, the seemingly insurmountable problems facing the planet and its 

peoples will not be solved by a few at the top issuing decrees, manipulating 

public opinion and pursuing their own agendas. 

 

The establishment of real, direct-democracy – the transferring of economic 

and political decision making from the autocratic control of private 

corporations and unaccountable public bureaucracies (capitalism) to the 

people as a whole – is the only hope we have of creating space for other 

human needs and values (which tend to be suppressed under the institutional 

structure of a system of private power and private property) to come to the 

fore. 

 

It has to be stressed: Humanitarian aid is self defeating if it is not coupled with 

an aim to alter the conditions which produce its need. This book is merely an 

attempt at a band-aid which allows people to once again function within the 

current structure. A critical reflection on the root causes of society’s ills (rather 

than its symptoms), along with a dismantling of the current malevolent and 

illegitimate (top-down) structures of privilege and authority are required 

before homelessness or poverty can ever be ‘made history’. 
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On a more micro scale, many people in Queensland become and remain 
homeless due to a range of factors; impaired decision making, a lack of 

support or social safety net, the out of touch crime inducing methods of 

the methadone program… 
 

Hopefully the following diagram will make it clear that homelessness is a 

social issue, and is almost never an individualised, fully informed decision: 
 

 
 
 
 

i  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Push and Pull of Homelessness 
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Despite this, even from a profit driven perspective, how can we NOT 

afford public housing? This statement confuses many, but it has been 

proven that keeping people homeless is expensive! 

 
The following is a summary of several recent international studies, 

including Gladwell’s “Million Dollar Murrie” and Halifax Regional 

Municipality’s “The Cost of Homelessness”: 

 
Supportive housing reduces the economic burden on the state, hospitals, 

psychiatric care, prisons and jails. This trend has been observed nationally 

and internationally. While the cost may not always be obvious because it 

is spread over different departments and budgets, these are expensive 

services. For example, in a study which followed John O’Connor, a 

chronically homeless male, it was shown that if you added up the cost of 

hospital bills, the ambulance rides, the outreach workers, the mental 

health and addiction treatment staff over the 20 years, it is likely that it 

cost the state between $500,000 and $1 million to keep John O'Connor 

homeless. Although costs vary from person to person, a clear pattern has 

been established: homelessness is expensive, and substantial broad cost 

savings of about 40% can be achieved by investing in supportive housing. 

 
In New York, individuals placed into supportive housing were associated 

with a reduction in service use of $16,282 per housing unit per year. A 

study conducted on the costs of homelessness in British Columbia had 

similar findings. It determined that society could save between $8,000 

and $12,000 dollars per year per person. It was also calculated that a 

homeless person with mental health issues living on the street in New 

York costs the government approximately $41,000 a year for shelter, 

social and health services. A shelter bed alone costs between $27,000 and 

$35,000 per year. Various studies also looked at the social benefits of 

supportive housing and found that overall participants felt more 

independent, had greater feelings of well being and had a better outlook 

for the future. Some participants attributed staying out of jail and 

controlling their addictions to having appropriate, stable housing – a 

home. 
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The Housing First Program: 
 

"The Housing First program argues that the way to solve chronic homelessness 

is to provide more homes, giving people a long-term stable environment. The 

provision of housing needs to be permanent, should make minimal entry 

demands on clients, and should be provided immediately, as opposed to a long 

progression through a continuum of recovery stages where housing is 'earned.' 
 

Today’s accepted practice however has been to provide short term crisis 

shelters and transitional housing for those experiencing homelessness, 

attempting only to meet the day-to-day and emergency needs of these 

individuals. Compared to the $27,000-$35,000 cost, the Housing First 

program was shown to be significantly cheaper at $22,000 per  

year for both housing  and 

 treatment! 
 
 

 
“… Treating the consequences 

of that life [homelessness] in 

the usual ways has been 

enormously costly without 

producing lasting benefits. 

That was how public programs 

and institutions dealt, for 

example, with Derrick Randall 

during the two years he spend 

living on San Francisco 

sidewalks, shelters, and parks, 

or occasionally crashing with 

his sister. In the year before he 

moved into supportive 

housing, Mr. Randall spent an 
average of two and one-half 
days every month in San 

Francisco General Hospital for 

Gentrification 

A process whereby privileged individuals 

and families begin to move into or develop 

lower class areas, resulting in increased 

real-estate values and higher rent - This 

eventually forces out and displaces the 

original residents and transforms the 

neighbourhoods character and culture. 

 West End is one example - where the sense 

of culture and community was sort after by 

the more affluent, creating high rates of 

homelessness and 'yuppified' structures. 

This taste for the 'authentic' and for the cont 
-rol that goes with it accompanies the middle 
class and its colonisation of working class 
neighbourhoods. Pushed out the city centres, 
they find on the frontiers the kind of 
neighbourhood feeling they missed in the 

prefab houses of suburbia.  By chasing out the 

poor people, by getting rid of all the 'germs', 
the petty- bourgeoisie wipes out the very 
thing it came looking for. 
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 one crisis or another. He’d been treated in the emergency 

room 10 times that same year. The cost of his mental health services 

alone – everything from crisis intervention to medication monitoring to 

individual therapy – came to nearly $15,000 in just 12 months. 

 

A college graduate and Vietnam 

veteran diagnosed with major 

depression and Post Traumatic 

Stress Disorder, Mr. Randall had 

been taking cocaine 

intravenously for two decades – 

knowing full well, these days, 

that he was committing a slow, 

public suicide. “I was bouncing in 

and out of hospitals,” he said. 

Relying on drugs “helps 

sometimes but then you come 

down.” As medical and 

psychiatric problems mounted 

and prescriptions went unfilled 

or unfollowed, the crashes grew 

worse. Each physical and 

emotional trough demanded another relief of drugs and drink, until 

another round of hospitalisation, detoxification, or arrest brought a 

moment of unwelcome clarity. And then it started again. 

 

Now in two years of supportive housing (and counting), the emergency 

room visits and inpatient hospitalization have stopped. Community 

Mental Health services continue – at nearly half the prior expense, under 

$8,000 a year – but now the services are preventive and sustaining not 

rescue missions. And most of those are case-management services 

delivered routinely at the residence where Mr. Randall lives. He has not 

spent a single night in any public place or emergency room – no more 

benches and shelters, no more gurneys, no more jails. Now, at the first 
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sign of trouble, an emotional low, a bout of nightmares, a craving for 

drugs, help is no further than the lobby. 

 

“He has a room that’s his sanctuary, so he doesn’t need to go to the 

emergency room just to be safe and off the streets. And if his mental 

illness escalates, and he begins to decompensate, there’s lots of people 

he can go talk to. A lot of times, that’s all people want, someone to talk 

to.” 

 

“The good thing about this place,” says Mr. Randall, referring to his 

supportive living apartment, “is that I don’t go to the hospital any more – 

voluntary or involuntary. I was snatched off the bridge once. Now, just 

being able to come down [to the buildings’ offices and common areas] 

and talk about stuff makes the difference. Here we can work it out.” 

These days, Mr. Randall is increasingly part of the solution for other 

people, one of the counsellors and resident leaders who encourage and 

support other residents in their rough spells.” 

 

- Excerpt from the report :“Supportive Housing and Its Impact on the 

Public Health Crisis of Homelessness,” 2000 
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                              Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs 

 

Maslow’s idea holds that generally people need to fulfil the lower need 

on the hierarchy before they are able to continue on to the next one. 

 

 Does the current system encourage the development of these needs or 

keep them in a constant state of risk and insecurity? 

 

 On that note, let’s move on to the guide! 
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      PART I: THE NEED FOR FOOD 

 
This section will be divided into the following: 

 

A) Food for thought 

B) Food Vans  

C) Dumpster Diving  

D) Emergency Relief/Food Pantries 

 

 

“When I give food to the poor, they call me a saint. When I ask why the poor 

have no food, they call me a communist.” 

- Dom Helder Camara, Brazilian Archbishop 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

                            Food for thought.. An Introduction. 

 

We live in a truly beautiful world. There is easily enough of everything to go around for 

everyone to live comfortably. However while a small minority live in luxury, control the 

majority of decision making power and the means of survival and resources, most of us 

spend our whole lives renting ourselves out simply to live.  

 

Poverty and hunger are structural issues. Hunger is not intrinsically caused by a shortage 

of food or overpopulation. World agriculture produces 17 percent more calories per 

person today than it did 30 years ago despite a 70 percent increase in the population. 

According to the Food and Agriculture Organisation in 2002 this is enough to provide 

everyone in the world with at least 2,720 kilocalories per day. 

 

The problem is the scarcity of real democratic decision making processes. Hunger is 

linked to the denial of a living wage to the working poor which forces people to make a 

choice between having a roof over their heads and food on the table. While right now, 

the resources exist to end hunger world wide, these resources continue to be exploited 

by the few to the detriment of the many. Hunger is caused by socio-economic policies 

(enforced by organisations like the WTO and IMF)  that deny people their right to food

 

World hunger is extensive in spite of sufficient global food sources. Even in countries 

with excess food production, millions are starving. Many are too poor to buy readily 

       
A right, not a privilege 

(and life!).
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available food. Even though ‘hungry countries’ have enough food for all their people 

right now, many are net exporters of food and other agricultural products. Millions live 

on the brink of poverty because they are deprived of land by a powerful few, trapped in 

the unremitting grip of debt, or miserably paid.  

“While soybean exports boomed in Brazil to feed 

livestock across Europe and Asia– hunger spread from 

one-third to two-thirds of the population. Where the 

majority of people have been made too poor to buy the 

food grown on their own country’s soil, those who 

control productive resources, will not surprisingly, sell 
their production abroad for the highest price.” 

 

Many argue that food aid programs which aim to increase food production are the 

answer to famine. Unfortunately, food aid programs have really been about helping 

agribusiness corporations to find foreign markets for their surpluses ($$). The U.S food-

aid program for example requires that all food aid be procured in the U.S and then 

shipped into the recipient country. Food-aid also comes with attached conditions which 

usually translate to coercing countries into removing trade tariffs, ‘opening’ their 

markets and minimising state support systems. This undercuts local production and in 

this way actually increases the problem. Examples include Zambia (among several other 

African nations), which was threatened with the removal of AIDS medicines if they said 

no to genetically-modified food-aid. Foreign aid is counterproductive; It works directly 

against those in need of food. U.S aid in particular is used to promote exports and food 

production – not to increase the poor’s ability to buy food. Even emergency or 

humanitarian aid, which makes up five percent of total aid, often ends up enriching U.S 

grain corporations while failing to reach the hungry. 

 

The real problem is poverty, as market economics respond to profit/the accumulation of 

capital and not to actual need.  

 

Like the media, 85-90% of all the food produced in the United States and Australia is 

done so under the ownership of a small number of multinational corporations. The food 

industry still seeks to reinforce the idea that small farms are still responsible for the 

production of food by placing pictures of picket fences and small silos on their labels. The 

reality is that as large-scale producers of beef and chicken look to increase profits and 

drive down the price of their product, they treat animals as commodities, feeding them a 

cocktail of corn, steroids, hormones and antibiotics.  

 

A bit on Waste.. 

 

Australians continue to throw out three million tones of food every year – the equivalent 

of 145 kilograms for each and every one of us. Australians are still wasting $5-6 billion 

In famine-ridden Africa, 

multinational corporations 

 will grow cash-crops like 

cotton while millions 

starve. 
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worth of food each year – enough to feed the entire nation for three weeks.. 

 

Although it’s well known that much of the planets food is wasted, it is only now that 

studies are showing these figures as percentages. For example a  

2004 study from the University of Arizona (UA) in Tucson, 

indicated that a shocking forty to fifty per cent of all food  

ready for harvest never gets eaten. 

 

Waste due to bad storage and preservation procedures  

also needs to be addressed, as nearly a third of the  

vegetables and fruits and a considerable proportion of  

cereal grains perish. 

 

FOOD VANS 

The following is a list of Food Vans across  

Ipswich & Brisbane (Most in Brisbane) 

*This list is correct as of late 2009.  

For more food van details (regularly updated)  

visit: www.vaks.com.au/ 
 
Monday 

 
6:30 am Ecumenical Coffee Brigade Fortitude Valley Ivory Street (opposite Fire 

Station) / Harrison Lane,Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks 

6:45 am Rainbow South Brisbane Kurilpa Park, Cnr Riverside Drive & Boundary St 

(near Parmalite),Hot Dogs & Drinks 

6:55 am Ecumenical Coffee Brigade Spring Hill Wickham Park, Cnr. Wickham Tce 

and Albert St, (opposite Brisbane Private Hospital),Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks 

7:00 am Eddies Morning BBQ Brisbane City Botanic Gardens River Stage, 

7:00am The Breakfast Club Breakfast 189 Redcliffe Parade, Redcliffe (Courthouse) 

7:20 am Ecumenical Coffee Brigade South Brisbane Kurilpa Park, Cnr Riverside 

Drive & Boundary St (near Parmalite),Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks 

7:40 am Ecumenical Coffee Brigade Brisbane City Botanic Gardens River Stage, 

Gardens Point Road (near QUT),Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks 
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8:30 am 139 Club Inc NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street, Free soup and porridge, 

$2 hot breakfast 

9:00am The Rock Family and Community Support Snacks & Drinks Cleveland 

Courthouse, 5 Middle Street Cleveland  

10:00 am 139 Club Inc NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street,Morning Tea Free 

Kitchen 

10:30am The Rock Family and Community Support Snacks & Drinks Wynnum 

Courthouse, Pine Street,Wynnum 

12:00 pm 139 Club Inc NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street,Lunch Free soup, $3 hot 

lunch 

1:00 pm Drug Arm MOSHPIT Spring Hill Gregory Terrace and Boundary Street, 

2:00 pm 139 Club Inc NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street,Afternoon Tea 139 Club  

6:00pm CLAVER CARES SAUSAGE SIZZLE Ipswich Queens Park 

6:30 pm Loaves & Fishes Street Meet Spring Hill 11 Quarry Street, 

7:00 pm Vital Connection Brisbane Emma Miller Place, 121 Roma Street,3-course 

Vegetarian meaL 

8:00 pm Rosies Youth Mission Brisbane Emma Miller Place, 121 Roma Street,Hot 

Drinks 

 

Tuesday 

 
6:30 am Drug Arm MOSHPIT Fortitude Valley Ivory Street (opposite Fire Station) 

/ Harrison Lane, 

6:45 am Fortitude Valley Kemp Place (opposite Fire Station),BBQ Nudgee 

6:45 am Eddies Morning Van Spring Hill Wickham Park, Cnr. Wickham Tce and 

Albert St, (opposite Brisbane Private Hospital),BBQ 

6:45 am Rainbow van South Brisbane Kurilpa Park, Cnr Riverside Drive & 

Boundary St (near Parmalite),Hot Dogs & Drinks 

6:55 am Ecumenical Coffee Brigade Spring Hill Wickham Park, Cnr. Wickham Tce 

and Albert St, (opposite Brisbane Private Hospital),Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks 

7:20 am Ecumenical Coffee Brigade South Brisbane Kurilpa Park, Cnr Riverside 

Drive & Boundary St (near Parmalite),Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks 

7:30 am CityCare Brisbane Fortitude Valley 153 Alfred Street,Breakfast 

7:40 am Ecumenical Coffee Brigade Brisbane City Botanic Gardens River Stage, 

Gardens Point Road (near QUT),Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks 

7:30am PADDIES SAUSAGE SIZZLE BRIGHTON DECKER PARK, 25TH AVE 
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7:45 am Drug Arm MOSHPIT Spring Hill Wickham Park, Cnr. Wickham Tce and 

Albert St, (opposite Brisbane Private Hospital), 

8:30 am 139 Club Inc NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street,Breakfast Free soup and 

porridge, $2 hot breakfast 

10:00 am 139 Club Inc NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street,Morning Tea 

10:30 am St Paul's Drop-in Centre Spring Hill 43 St Pauls Terrace,Lunch 

12:00 pm 139 Club Inc NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street,Hot Lunch Free soup, $3 

hot lunch 

2:00 pm 139 Club Inc NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street,Afternoon Tea 

5:45 pm Paddies Van Emma Miller Place, 121 Roma Street ,BBQ 

6:30 pm Street Meet N Eat BBQ & Drinks APEX Park, Centenary Lake (off 

Morayfield Road), Caboolture 

6:30 pm Street Meet N Eat BBQ & Drinks APEX Park, Centenary Lake (off 

Morayfield Road), Caboolture 

7:00 pm Eddies Night Van Brisbane ,Emma Miller Place, 121 Roma Street Hot 

Drinks 

7:00 pm Red Cross youth Night Cafe Brisbane Humanity Cafe - City Hall 

Basement, ( safe place for young homeless persons from 12 to 25 ) 

7:15 pm Mama Renes Spring Hill 11 Quarry Street,Food 

 

Wednesday 

 
6:30 am Ecumenical Coffee Brigade Fortitude Valley Ivory Street (opposite Fire 

Station) / Harrison Lane,Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks 

6:45 am Rainbow Van South Brisbane Kurilpa Park, Cnr Riverside Drive & 

Boundary St (near Parmalite),Hot Dogs & Drinks 

6:55 am Ecumenical Coffee Brigade Spring Hill Wickham Park, Cnr. Wickham Tce 

and Albert St, (opposite Brisbane Private Hospital),Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks 

7:00am The Breakfast Club Breakfast 189 Redcliffe Parade, Redcliffe 

7:00 am Eddies Morning Van Brisbane City Botanic Gardens River Stage,BBQ 

7:20 am Ecumenical Coffee Brigade South Brisbane Kurilpa Park, Cnr Riverside 

Drive & Boundary St (near Parmalite),Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks 

7:30 am Drug Arm MOSHPIT Brisbane City Botanic Gardens River Stage, 

7:40 am Ecumenical Coffee Brigade Brisbane City Botanic Gardens River 

Stage,Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks 

8:00 am Metro Community Care New Farm 166 Sydney Street,Breakfast, Fruit & 

Veg 
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8:30 am Footprints Newstead 105 Commercial Road,Lunch Gold Coin ( pick up 

from Botanic Gardens River Stage about 8:00am) 

8:30 am 139 Club Inc NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street,Breakfast Free soup and 

porridge, $2 hot breakfast 

10:00 am 139 Club Inc NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street,Morning Tea 

12:00 pm 139 Club Inc NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street,Hot Lunch Free soup, $3 

hot lunch 

1:00 pm CityCare Fortitude Valley 153 Alfred Street,Lunch 

2:00 pm 139 Club Inc NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street,Afternoon Tea 

5:30 pm MATES BBQ South Brisbane Kurilpa Park,Hamburgers & Cold Drinks Free 

Van 

5:30PM FOOTPRINTS IN THE PARK SAUSAGE SIZZLE IPSWICH Queens Park 

7:00PM ROSIES HOT DRINKS WOODRIDGE RAILWAY STATION 

7:00 pm Wesley Mission Fortitude Valley 136 Brunswick Street,3-course meal 

7:00 pm CityCare Brisbane Fortitude Valley 153 Alfred Street,Dinner (coffee & 

toasties) 

8:00 pm Rosies Youth Mission Fortitude Valley Ivory Street (opposite Fire 

Station) / Harrison Lane,Hot Drinks 

 

Thursday 

 
6:30 am Fortitude Valley Ivory Street (opposite Fire Station) / Harrison 

Lane,Sandwiches, fruit and hot drinks Ecumenical Coffee Brigade 

6:45 am Spring Hill Wickham Park, Cnr. Wickham Tce and Albert St, (opposite 

Brisbane Private Hospital),BBQ Eddies Morning Van 

6:45 am South Brisbane Kurilpa Park, Cnr Riverside Drive & Boundary St (near 

Parmalite),Hot Dogs & Drinks Rainbow van 

6:55 am Spring Hill Wickham Park, Cnr. Wickham Tce and Albert St,fruit & hot 

drinks Ecumenical Coffee Brigade 

7:00 am South Brisbane 4 Norfolk Road,Cerial, juice, coffee, cooked breakfast 

West End Community Centre 

7:20 am South Brisbane Kurilpa Park, Cnr Riverside Drive & Boundary St (near  

Parmalite),Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks Ecumenical Coffee Brigade 

7:40 am Brisbane City Botanic Gardens River Stage, Gardens Point Road (near 

QUT),Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks Ecumenical Coffee Brigade 

8:30 am NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street,Breakfast 139 Club Inc Free soup and 

porridge, $2 hot breakfast 
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9:00am The Rock Family and Community Support Snacks & Drinks Cleveland 

Courthouse, 5 Middle Street Cleveland  

10:00 am NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street,Morning Tea 139 Club Inc 

12:00 pm NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street,Lunch 139 Club Inc Free hot lunch 

2:00 pm NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street,Afternoon Tea 139 Club Inc 

6:15 pm Brisbane Emma Miller Place, 121 Roma Street,BBQ Paddies Van 

7:00 pm Brisbane Humanity Cafe - City Hall Basement,Red Cross youth Night 

Cafe ( safe place for young homeless persons from 12 to 25 7:30 pm Spring Hill 

Wickham Park, Cnr. Wickham Tce and Albert St, (opposite Brisbane Private 

Hospital),Drug Arm MOSHPIT 

7:30 pm Rosies Youth Mission Beenleigh Courthouse, James Street, 

8:05 pm Brisbane Emma Miller Place, 121 Roma Street,Drug Arm MOSHPIT 

9:10 pm New Farm Kent Street,Drug Arm MOSHPIT) 

 

Friday 

 
6:30 am Fortitude Valley Ivory Street (opposite Fire Station) / Harrison 

Lane,Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks Ecumenical Coffee Brigade 

6:45 am Spring Hill Wickham Park, Cnr. Wickham Tce and Albert St, (opposite 

Brisbane Private Hospital),BBQ Eddies Morning Van 

6:45 am South Brisbane Kurilpa Park, Cnr Riverside Drive & Boundary St (near 

Parmalite),Hot Dogs & Drinks Rainbow Van 

6:55 am Spring Hill Wickham Park, Cnr. Wickham Tce and Albert St, (opposite 

Brisbane Private hospital),Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks Ecumenical Coffee 

Brigade 

7:00am The Breakfast Club Breakfast 189 Redcliffe Parade, Redcliffe  

7:00 am South Brisbane Kurilpa Park,Jimmy's Van 

7:20 am South Brisbane Kurilpa Park, Cnr Riverside Drive & Boundary St (near  

Parmalite),Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks Ecumenical Coffee Brigade 

7:40 am Brisbane City Botanic Gardens River Stage, Gardens Point Road (near 

QUT),Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks Ecumenical Coffee Brigade 

8:30 am NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street,Breakfast 139 Club Inc Free soup and 

porridge, $2 hot breakfast 

9:00 am South Brisbane Kurilpa Park,Drug Arm MOSHPIT 

10:00 am NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street,Morning Tea 139 Club Inc 

11:30 am West End Musgrave Park, 121 Cordelia Street,Drug Arm MOSHPIT 

12:00 pm NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street,Hot Lunch 139 Club Inc Free soup, $3 

hot Lunch 
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2:00 pm NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street,Afternoon Tea 139 Club Inc 

5:45 pm Fortitude Valley Ivory Street (opposite Fire Station) / Harrison Lane, 

Valley Outreach 

6:15 pm Brisbane, city end of Emma Miller Place, NEED(Y) FOR A FEED 

6:30PM SANDGATE OUTREACH Hamburgers & Drinks SANDGATE 4TH AVE & 

FLINDERS PDE SANDGATE PARK  

6:30PM GOODNA Free BBQ next to the Anzac memorial 

6:30PM GOODNA Irish Heart Pub Free BBQ 

6:30PM WEST END FOOD NOT BOMBS Free meal at Small Park 

7:00PM ROSIES HOT DRINKS WOODRIDGE RAILWAY STATION 

7:00PM LOAVES & FISHES HOT FOOD WOODRIDGE RAILWAY STATION 

7:15 pm Mama Renes Spring Hill 11 Quarry Street,Food 

8:00 pm Brisbane Emma Miller Place, 121 Roma Street,Hot Drinks Rosies Youth 

Mission 

 

Saturday 

 
6:30 am Ecumenical Coffee Brigade Fortitude Valley Ivory Street (opposite Fire 

Station) Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks 

6:45 am Rainbow Van South Brisbane Kurilpa Park, Cnr Riverside Drive & 

Boundary St Hot Dogs & Drinks 

6:55 am Ecumenical Coffee Brigade Spring Hill Wickham Park, Cnr. Wickham Tce 

and Albert St, Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks 

7:20 am Ecumenical Coffee Brigade South Brisbane Kurilpa Park, Cnr Riverside 

Drive & Boundary St Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks 

7:40 am Ecumenical Coffee Brigade Brisbane City Botanic Gardens River Stage, 

Gardens Point Road Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks 

1:00 pm 139 Club Inc NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street, FREE Lunch 

7:00 pm Vital Connection Brisbane Emma Miller Place, 121 Roma Street, 3-

course Vegetarian meal 

8:00 pm Rosies Youth Mission Brisbane Emma Miller Place, 121 Roma Street, Hot 

Drinks 

 

SUNDAY 

 
6:30 am Ecumenical Coffee Brigade Fortitude Valley Ivory Street (opposite Fire 

Station) Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks 
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6:45 am Rainbow Van South Brisbane Kurilpa Park, Cnr Riverside Drive & 

Boundary St Hot Dogs & Drinks 

6:55 am Ecumenical Coffee Brigade Spring Hill Wickham Park, Cnr. Wickham Tce 

and Albert St, Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks 

7:20 am Ecumenical Coffee Brigade South Brisbane Kurilpa Park, Cnr Riverside 

Drive & Boundary St Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks 

7:40 am Ecumenical Coffee Brigade Brisbane City Botanic Gardens River Stage, 

Gardens Point Road Sandwiches, fruit & hot drinks 

1:00 pm 139 Club Inc NEW FARM 505 Brunswick Street, FREE Lunch 

3:00 pm Red Cross Youth Night Brisbane Humanity Cafe - City Hall Basement, 

Hot Food Cafe ( safe place for young homeless persons from 12 to 25 ) 

5:30pm Point Connection - The Point Church 2 course meal Wellington Point 

Community Hall, 371 Birkdale Road, Wellington Point 

7:00 pm Vital Connection Brisbane Emma Miller Place, 

 121 Roma Street, 3-course Vegetarian meal 

 

DUMPSTER DIVING 

Supermarkets & food chains throw away massive amounts of edible food every 

day. Grocery stores will throw away large quantities of produce upon getting a 

newer shipment. If a single part of a larger package gets damaged (eg: soft drink 

bottles) the whole package will be put in the dumpster. Food that reaches its 

expiration date will be put in the dumpster on the day. Packaging errors often 

results in a whole line of product being  

thrown out.  

 

Dumpster Diving is the act of liberating this  

perfectly good food from dumpsters and can  

be safe and clean if you're smart about it.  

When  you do find a good dumpster, you’ll  

find you will usually score a large sum of one  

thing, eg; loaves upon loaves of bread, boxes 

of crackers and bagels, boxes upon boxes of  

tomatoes/onions, cans of beans etc – usually  

cleanly wrapped up in bags too! Because of          Collected Fresh thrown out food  

this it’s good to share what you find around 

or put the excess in your freezer to eat in the future. Your best bet is to start 



 

18

 

with large supermarkets work your way down. From our experience the best 

catches are from medium sized food chain stores and bakeries, but don't rule 

out independent grocers or even distribution centres and factories if there are 

any nearby.  

 

Do all your scouting during the day, when you can easily identify dumpsters (as 

opposed to the recycling bins or the dreaded compactors/incinerators) and see 

what security is or isn't present. In daylight you will look less suspicious when 

you're nosing around, and you can also discover all the potential targets in one 

 go and save yourself a lot of wandering around in the dark. As for the quality of 

dumpsters, well you can only find that out by jumping in! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don't be afraid to try dumpsters from 

hardware and second hand stores! Just 

beware of cameras, although usually they're 

only used retroactively (i.e. if there's  

a break-in they'll be checked). 



 

EMERGENCY RELIEF & 
AID ORGANISATIONS  

 

Bringing an income statement & ID 

always helps 
 

139 CLUB DROP IN CENTRE 
Location: 505 Brunswick St, Fortitude Valley QLD 

Phone: 3254 1144 Fax: 3254 1255 

Services provided: 

Housing assistance; Financial and budgeting assistance; Transport assistance; 

 Food parcels, vouchers and meal tickets; Swags; Clothing, linen and toiletries;    

 Information, advocacy and referral; Emotional support Parenting and  

 Relationship support; and Outreach. The facility includes pool, snooker tables,  

 table tennis, playing cards, computers, and television available for free. Two DVD  

 movies are shown mid-morning and mid-afternoon. Library is open for reading  

 within the facility or for short-term borrowing. Storage lockers are available for  

 personal items. Locks can be obtained for $5 and the money will be refunded  

 when vacating the locker and key returned. Can collect personal mail from the  

 facility. To access: Opening hours- 8:30am-4:00pm Monday to Friday 

  Must live in the Club's coverage area (Wooloongabba to Michelton to Albion). 

 

Aboriginal & Islander Community Health Service 

(AICHS/ATSICHS) 
Phone: 3393 0055 Fax: 3391 6196 

Service provided: 

Dental service (By Appointment), dietician (appointment call 3240 8924, no 

referral required), family and child health team for mums or expectant women, 

antenatal clinic (Every Wednesday 8:30-4:00 at Base, drop in & appointments, 

check-up, education, advice and support, booking for hospital-MMH, RBWH, 

Logan, Ultrasounds, baby check, immunisations), paediatric clinic, opthalmology 

clinic (Tuesdays 12:30pm-4:30pm), diabetic clinic, podiatry clinic, healing 

centre, hearing clinic (every 2nd Monday 9:00am-12:00pm), youth employment 

support, support with stress, health issues, relationship issues, motherhood 

and fatherhood support, sexual health issues, domestic violence, sexual abuse 

support. Food Vouchers, Funeral Assistance, Emergency Relief. 
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Woolloongabba ATSICHS: 
Address: 55 Annerley Road, Woolloongabba, 4102  

Phone: 3240 8924 

Opening hours: 88:30am-4:30pm Monday-Friday 

(Clinics are closed on last Friday of every month) 
 

 

Woodridge AICHS 
Address: 8 Jacaranda Court Woodridge 

Phone: 3208 6933 / 3240 8924 

Opening hours: Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, from 10:00am to 3:30pm 

(Dieticians available on Monday between 9am-12midday) 

 

Inala AICHS 
Address: Wandarrah Pre-School, Poincianna & Azalea Streets 

Phone: 3208 6933 / 3240 8924 

Opening hours: Mondays and Tuesdays from 10:00am to 3:30pm 
 

Acacia Ridge AICHS 
Address: Murri School 1277 Beaudesert Rd, Acacia Ridge 

Phone: 3208 6933 / 3240 8924 

 

Australian Community Society Research Organization 

Incorporated (ACRO) 
Location: Level 1, The Mansions, 40-44 George Street, Brisbane 

Phone: 3262 6001 / 3221 0088 

Fax: 3256 0227 

Open: 9:00am-4:30pm Monday to Friday. 

Services provided: Information, advice, referrals to families with a family 

member in prison. Referrals or other community resources as required. Coffee, 

toys and play area for children. Food vouchers, financial assistance/emergency 

relief. 

 

Australian Red Cross Society- Australian Red Cross Refugee 

Settlement Service 
Location: 49 Park Road, Milton QLD 4064 

Phone Number: 3367 7222 

Services provided: Phone cards, food vouchers, Telstra vouchers, , access to 

income, accommodation and health services. 

20



Brisbane Homelessness Service Centre (BHSC) / MICAH 
Location: 62 Peel Street, South Brisbane 

Phone: 3036 4444 FAX: 3036 4400 

Services: 

Assessment and Referral Team, public space and homelessness outreach service 

supportive housing outreach service, family support outreach service, 

homelessness early intervention service for families, homelessness early 

intervention service in partnership with the Court Diversion Program, Support 

around impairment, The Big Issue, Reclink, Nurse, Clothes, train vouchers, 

hygiene packs, Emergency Relief, Help with SPER debts, Help finding 

accommodation, support, Acupuncture, Legal team. 

 
Drop in Centre opening hours (No Appointment Required): 

Monday: 10-5 

Tuesday: 9:40-4:30 

Wednesday: 9:30-1:00 

Thursday: 9:30-4:30 

Friday: 9:30-4:30         

*After 6:30 the phone redirects to the Street to Home Pick up Van 

 

Brisbane Youth Service (BYS) 
 

Location: 78 Berwick Street, Fortitude Valley, QLD 4006 

Phone: 3252 3750 Fax: 07 3252 2166 

Opening hours: 9:00am-5:00pm Monday-Friday 

Services: 

Provides support for homeless and at-risk youth (12-26 years), outreach, drop in 

services including showers, laundry, food, mail, belongings storage, computers 

and phones), specialist youth medical clinic provided by doctors and nurses, 

mental health clinic, drug intervention, education and support, emergency 

assistance for housing and fares, sports and recreational activities, systematic 

information, advice, parent support services for young families, parenting 

groups, peer education programs, health education and intervention, housing 

support and education, arts program, assistance from Centrelink with income 

support, legal and court support (including weekly clinic at the Diversion Court), 

resource development, and Syringe Exchange program, Crime Prevention 

Program, Transitional Housing Program, Employment and Training Program, 

Youth Development Program, Community Cultural Development Projects. 
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BYS – Brisbane Youth Service Clinic 
Doctor available Monday – Friday 1:30-4:30 

(Appointments available at other times) No medicare card required! Can help 

with Immunisations, STI Testing and counselling, Pap smears, Pregnancy Testing, 

options for unplanned pregnancy, Contraception, General health and first aid, 

Needle exchange, Education and information, Advocacy and support. 
 

Burragah  
Location: 25 Jacaranda Av. Woodridge. 

Phone: 3208 6366 

Services: ABTSI Corporation, Food, financial assistance, clothing, furniture. 

 

Caddies Community Care  
Location: 19-33 South St Jimboomba 

Phone: 5547 8077 

Services: Food, financial assistance 
 

Cannon Hill Family Support 
Location: 29 Beauvardia St, Cannon 

Hill Phone: 3399 5671 

Services: Food, financial assistance, parenting courses, group work 

Mon 12pm - 3pm, Thu 10am-1pm, Wed & Fri 9am - 3:30pm. Need to make an 

appointment. East Brisbane, Carina, Tingalpa region only. Bring pension & 

health care card 
 

 

City Care 
Location: 156 Alfred St, Fortitude Valley 

Phone: 3112 1200 

Services: 

Food parcels, accommodation referral, assistance with baby needs, assistance 

with pharmaceutical requirements, travel vouchers within Brisbane CBD, Telstra 

bill assistance, care and support, access to a qualified psychologists, night watch, 

psychologists and counsellors. 

City Care Logan 

Address: Cnr Queens Rd & Kingston Rd, Logan Central 

Phone number: 3209 4222 
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Co-As-It (Italian Welfare) 
Location: 42 Newberry Street Newmarket 

Phone: 3352 5755  
Services: Emergency relief 

 

Catholic Prison Ministry : Prisoners Aid 
Phone: 3846 5874  
Services: Emergency relief 
 

 

Crestmead Community Centre 
Location:         Gimlet street, Crestmead 

Phone: 3805 1125 or 3805 1423  
Services: Food parcels, Clothes, Furniture, Emergency Relief 
 

 

Church – Upper Room Ministries 
Location: 10-14 Estramina Road, Regents Park  
Phone: 3800 0037   

Services: Food parcels, Clothes, Furniture, Emergency Relief, No Boundaries 
 

 

Centre for Families & Kids Logan 
Location: 254 Jacaranda Ave. Kingston  
Phone: 3808 5288   

Services: Food parcels, Clothes, Counselling, Emergency Relief 
 

 

Communify 
Location: 180 Jubilee Terrace Bardon QLD 4065 

Contact:  (07) 3510 2700 (General) FAX: (07) 3366 7845 

Offer: Programs & activities, Emergency Relief, mental health, relationship 

support, refugee support, Childcare, Interest free $1200 loans for household goods 
 

CommuniCare 
Location: 2 Locations- 2/25 Dalton st Kippa Ring 

- 4/45 Beerburrum Road, Caboolture 
Contact:  (07) 1800 777 288 

Services: Cheap groceries 
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CityCare (Hillsong Church) Emergency Relief 
Location: 16 Rover Street Mt Gravatt 
Contact:  3422 8656 
 

 

CityCare Logan Emergency Relief 
Location: Corner Kingston & Queens Road, Kingston 
Contact:  3209 4222 

 

 

Darra Vietnamese Community Centre 
Location: 3709 Ipswich Road, Darra. 

Phone: 3375 5700 

Services: Food vouchers, support. 

 
 

Goodna Anglican Welfare 
Location: 73 Alice St Goodna 

Phone: 3818 0945 

Services: Financial assistance, food parcels, food vouchers, clothing etc 

 

Greek Welfare Centre 
Location: 36 Browning Street, South Brisbane. 

Phone: 3844 3669 Fax: 3844 0967 

Greek Meals on Wheels: 3217 2755 

 

HART4000 
Location: 11 Eagle Terrace, The City just off Upper Roma Street. 

Phone:  3004 0100    Fax: 3004 0110 

Services: Case Management by Appointment, Help with housing and all aspects 

of homelessness. 

Open:   9-5 Monday-Friday 
 

 

Kingston Loaves & Fishes 
Location: 29 Mary St Kingston 

Phone: 3808 5713 FAX: 3808 4264 

Services: Food Parcels  
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Phone: 5465 1889 

Services: Food vouchers, fuel, telstra vouchers, individualised response  Tue and 

Thu 9:30am - 12pm. Identification or pension card Laidley Shire 

  

Metro Community Care & Support Services 
Location:Princess Theatre, 8 Annerley Road (opp. Mater) Woolloongabba 

Phone: 1300 775 503 / 3891 3900 Fax: (07) 3375 4899 

Services: Referral, clothes,  food parcels (Wednesday 10-11:30) 

 
Mission Australia Café one 
Address: 56/256 Wickham St Fortitude Valley QLD 4006 

Phone number: 3252 3572 

Open: 7:30am-2:00pm Monday- Friday 

Services provided: Advocacy and referral, travel vouchers, clothing vouchers, 

medical prescriptions, case management, free legal and health advice from 

Queensland Public Interest Law Clearing House (QPILCH) and Spiritus, housing 

information, Low cost meals ($1.00-$3.90 with a credit system if no money), 

coffee, family and individual support services, financial counselling, mental 

health support, employment and training assistance

Mt Gravatt Community Centre. 
Location: 1693 Logan Road Mt Gravatt 

Phone: 3343 9833 

Services: Food vouchers, Emergency relief. 
 

 

Multilink Community Services 
Location: 38 Blackwood Road Logan Central 

Phone: 3808 4463 FAX: 3808 6337 

Services: Emergency relief, Food, Pacific-Island advocacy service 
 

 

Multicultural Development Association (MDA) 
Location: 512 Stanley St, South Brisbane. 

Phone: 3337 5400 FAX: 3337 5444 

Services: Services available for immigrants less than 5 years in Australia. 

Counselling, support, emergency relief, VISA issues, settlement services, 

employment services, bicultural and citizenship support services. 
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Laidley Shire Community Care Centre 
Location: 13 Mary St Laidley 



 

 

Newfarm Neighbourhood Centre: 
Location: 967 Brunswick St, New Farm QLD 

Phone: 3358 5600 

Services: Tenant advice and advocacy; Community Meals 

 

Red Cross Night Café 
Location: Under Brisbane City Hall. 

Phone: 1300 554 419 / 3367 7228 / 3367 7264 

Services: Free hot food, showers, toilets, access to information and advice for 

those who are under 25. 

 

Salvation Army 
Services provided: (appointment required) 

Cash/cheque, food vouchers or parcels, toys and food hampers at Christmas, 

clothing, furniture, household items, accommodation, support with housing 

costs, electricity, gas rates and other bills, public transport fares 

To access: Opening hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9:30am-1:30pm 

 

Brisbane Salvation Army 
Address: 97 Turbot Street Brisbane 

 

Inala Salvation Army 
Address: 83 Inala Avenue INALA 

Phone number: 3372 1889 Fax: 3278 9342 

 

Ipswich Salvation Army 
Address: 14 Ellenborough Street IPSWICH 

Phone: 3812 2462 Fax: 3812 3818 

 

Logan Salvation Army 
Location: Shop 5, 41 Station Road WOODRIDGE 

Phone: 3808 2564 Fax: 07 3290 0310 

 

Phone:  3211 9230 Fax: 3211 9234 

26

 



 

Logan City Uniting Church 
Location: 129 Dennis Road Springwood 

Phone:  3290 1277   (Food parcels/Financial Assistance) 

Slacks Creek Anglicare 
Location: 52 Winnetts Road SC 

Phone: 3808 2696 

Service Provided: Emergency relief, Baby Bundles, Food, DV kits. 

 

Sandgate Uniting Church 
Location: 116 Board Street Deagon. 

Phone: 3869 0277 

Service Provided: Emergency relief, welfare, food assistance and some 

counselling. 8:30am – 12 noon Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 

 

Sherwood Neighbourhood Centre 
Location: 38 Thallon St, Sherwood 

Phone: 3379 6963  Fax: 3379 4757 

Services: Community Support, Housing Support, Emergency Relief Open: Mon- 

Thu 9am-4:30pm 

Community Support Services                                Housing Services 

Tel: 3379 6963 Fax: 3379 4757                     Tel: 3379 8316 Fax: 3278 5626 

 

St Vincent de Paul 
Services provided: 

Assist in accessing local accommodation, caravans, motels, and boarding houses, 

funds, budget counselling, outreach programs, food, food vouchers, clothing, 

furniture, budget support, assistance with utility bills, back to school costs, 

information, advocacy. 

Brisbane: 3010 1096 

South Brisbane: (44 Taylor Street, Buranda) Phone: 3217 3244     Fax:3217 4233 

Inala: (131 Inala Avenue (Cnr Lupin Street) Inala)          Phone: 3278 9269 

Ipswich: (219 Brisbane Street Ipswich)                            Phone: 3282 7514 

Logan: (33 Mary Street Kingston)                                     Phone: 3290 2107 
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Logan East Community Centre Emergency Relief 
Location: Corner Cinderella Dr. & Vanessa Blvd, Springwood. 

Phone:  3808 4529    (No Interest Loans/Food vouchers/Financial assistance) 

 



The Exchange 
Opening Hours: 

Monday-Friday 9-5 
 

Location: 

Shop 1, Blamey St, Kelvin Grove Urban Village 

 
  
Provides: 

An internet café operates each 

day with sessions for both adults 

and children. 

Community education programs 

Leisure activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parental and Relationship support 

Activities for children 

Community activity spaces 

 

 
The Pantry 
Phone 3510 2700 
Opening Hours: Mondays and 

Thursdays 12am - 2pm 

Location: 358 Given Terrace, Paddington. 

To get there take: 

Route 375 Bardon – City – Stafford 

(400m walk from Old Paddo Post Office 

Stop 8) 

Route 382/383 

(Paddington Express Bus Stop 5) 

Route 385 

 
 
 
 

 
Provides: 

Food vouchers 

Preserved food and frozen meals 

Bread 

Fruit and vegetables 

Christmas hampers 

No appointment necessary 

(750m walk from Paddington Central stop on Latrobe Terrace) 
 

 

 

Tribe of Judah 
Location: 16 Queens Road, Kingston 

Phone: 3290 3610 FAX: 3290 3566 

Open: Monday-Friday 8:30-3 

Services: No ID required; Bring shopping bags for food parcels. Free food. 
 

 

Phone: 3175 9975  Fax: 3366 7845 
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The Refugee Claimants Support Centre 
Drop in space for on shore asylum seekers: Emergency Relief/Support etc.

 

 Phone: 3357 9013

Location: 12 Bonython Street Windsor, 4030



 

 

    

YFS – Youth & Family Services (Logan) 

Victory Community Centre 
Location: 1141 Sandgate Road, 

Nundah Phone: 3260 7781 

Services: Clothes, day beds, computer learning centre, Emergency relief, food 

parcels, Financial assistance (emergency relief). Tue - Thu 10am - 3pm  

Vital Connection 
Location: PO BOX 261 Coorparoo QLD 

Phone: 0409 582 578 

Services: Hot vegetarian meals three nights a week at Emma Miller Place, Roma 

Street 7:00pm Saturday-Monday. Health Programs, rehabilitation programs 
  

Wesley Central Mission 
Location: Level 3 The Astor Centre 445 Upper Edward Street Spring Hill 

Phone: 3221 6558 Fax: 3839 3804 

Open:  9:00am-12:00p, 1:00pm-4:00pm Monday to Friday 

Services (appointment required): Food vouchers, grocery parcels, utility 

bills in extreme emergencies, vouchers for pharmaceutical scripts (limited), 

rail vouchers for emergencies, advocacy, negotiation with creditors etc 

 
     
     Phone: 3826 1500 or 3808 9416 

     
Provide: Emergency Relief, assessment & referral 

 
 
 
 
  

Food Not Bombs / Thomas St Social Centre 
 

Food often is dropped off during the week for  

people to take freely at the social centre on 69 Thomas 

Street (West End) Pop in and ask! 

Food Not Bombs meets at the social centre every 

Friday from 4:30 onwards, serving from 6:30 @ Small  

Park West End (Opposite the Lizard) 
 

29

 

    YOS – Youth Outreach Service  
 

 
     
     Phone: Caboolture - The Lakes Centre - 5428 2811

Fortitude Valley - 20 Baxter Street - 3854 1245

Clothes, welfare, life skills, accommodation referals, drop in spaceProvide: 



PART II: 

THE NEED FOR SHELTER 
 

 

This section will be divided into: 

A) Accommodation listings 

B) Domestic Violence, crisis shelters and support 

C) Gaining access to long term sustainable accommodation 

D) Squatters’ Handbook 

E) Eviction 
 

 

CRISIS & EMERGENCY 

ACCOMMODATION LISTING 
If you’ve tried all other options – friends, family etc – then you’re going to 

need a form of crisis accommodation which you can hopefully use as a base to 

sort out other issues and to gain stable, suitable accommodation (discussed in 

the next section). If you are a couple or family with children, be prepared for the 

possibility that you may have to separate. It is strongly advised that you explore 

all other possible options first. Applying for a rental grant or bond payment can 

help with getting into places (See Bond Loan & Rental Grant section). 

 
If you need to get into somewhere but don’t have the money, you can try 

either calling up Centrelink to get your payment forwarded, or raise the money 

through an Emergency Relief agency. 

 
Note: Supported accommodation provides accommodation, care, support, 

supervision and specific services for people who require day-to-day assistance, 

for example around disability and medication. Short term usually means three 

months, medium term 9 months and long term up to a year + 
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Calling Homeless Persons Information Queensland (HPIQ) is another 

way to look for what’s available on the night; Freecall them 24 hours on 

1800 474 753 
 

    87C Boundary Street Boarding House (West End)  

   Phone: 3846 2251 
 
 

A) 
Acacia Inner City Inn 
Location: 413 Upper Edward Street Brisbane 
Phone: 3832 1663 

 
ACRO: 
Ph: 3221 0088 / Mobile: 1800 813 103 
FAX: 3221 0878 
Externally supported houses. 
Priority to families of prisoners or ex prisoners 

 

 
 

 
Alowana Lodge 
Location: 21 Valentine Street, Toowong Phone: 0434 216 674 

Cost: $220 Single, $280 Double, $320 Family. 
 

 

Alpha Motel & Caravan Park 
Location: 1420-1434 Gympie Road, Aspley 4034 Phone: 3263 4011 

Cost: $110-300 (single van) Notes: Permanent Only. No children 

 

Amberley Caravan Park 
Location: Warwick Road, Willowbank Phone: 5464 3388 

Cost: $180-250/week Notes: Children allowed, permanent only 

 
Aunt Ada's Place 
Location: 234 Moray Street, New Farm. Phone: 3207 5826 

Notes: Long Term Level 3 supported boarding house. 
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Aussie Way Backpackers 
Location: 34 Cricket Street Brisbane Phone: 3369 0711 

 
Aussie Gardens Caravan Park 

Location: 65 Holmead Rd, Eight Mile Plains Phone: 3341 2554 

Cost: $155/week Notes: Children & pets allowed, permanent only. 

 
Angus House 

Location: 53-55 Bayliss Street, Toowong 

Phone: 3870 8743 / 0418 721 300 FAX: 3217 7498 

Cost: $15/night  $105/week 

Notes: Accommodation & support for Vietnam War veterans and their 

families. Sometimes accept others in need of crisis accommodation. Meals 

provided. 

 
Anglicare Youth Accommodation and Support 

Location: 18 York Street, Beenleigh 

Phone: 3807 5715 Fax: 3382 0535 

Cost: $145/week, $100 bond. May depend on income. 

Notes: Offers short term single accommodation, crisis services, workshops 

and programs for youth. Male & female aged 16-18, 12-15 with parental 

consent 

 
Anglican Women’s Hostel (Spiritus) 

Location: 198 Moray Street, New Farm. Phone: 3358 4444 

Cost: 28% of income. 

Notes: 3 month stay for single women at risk of homelessness. 18 and 

over. Two women per bedroom, communal bathrooms, kitchens, laundry 

and recreational areas. Offers case management and visiting support 

services (health, housing, Centrelink etc) 

 
Annies Shandon Inn 

Location: 405 Upper Edward Street, Brisbane QLD, 4000. 

Phone: 3831 8684   Fax: 3831 3073 

Cost:  Single: $65/night Double: $75 $12/extra person. 

Notes: Short Term Accommodation. Breakfast Included. 
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Ashgrove Boarding House 

Location: 309 Waterworks Road Ashgrove Phone: 0418 884 466 
 

Aquatic Gardens Caravan Park 
Location: 833-901 Redland Bay Rd, Carbrook. 

Phone: 3287 6474 

Notes: Ring for cost: short term, semi permanent & permanent. 
 

Aussie Colonial Inns: Tuscany House. 
Location: 123 Warry Street, Fortitude Valley. 
Phone: 3257 0799 

Cost:  Dorm: $25/night $140/week; Single: $40/night $180/week; Double: $55/night 

$240/week; Family: $70/night $320/week 

Notes: Fully equipped kitchen with bed/fridge/tv/sink. Laundry, internet access and 

parking available. Discounts for 7 days & over. 
 

Atoa House Travellers’ Hostel 

Location: 95 Annie St, New Farm Phone: 3358 4507 

 
Avon Hotel 
Location: 9 Gregory Terrace, Spring Hill. Phone: 3839 4905 

Cost: $140/week, minimum 1 week in advance.  Notes: Single male & female. 

 

Avondale 
Location: 179 Musgrave Road, Red Hill. Phone: 3369 6565 

Cost: $170/week single. $230-295 double. +1 week in advance 

 

B) 
Bahloo Women's Youth Shelter 
Location: Woolloongabba   Phone: 3391 2815/ 1800 159 147 Fax: 3391 1786 

Notes: Provide emergency and overnight shelter for homeless young women 

from 13-17 years up to 3 months. Offers counseling, medical and support 

 
Balmoral House 
Location: 33 Amelia St, Fortitude Valley Phone: 3257 0799 

Cost: Dorm: $25/night $140/week Single: $40/night $180/week Double: 

$55/night $240/week Family: $70/night $320/week 
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Ballymore Level 3 Supported Accommodation 
Location: 46 Fleming Road, Herston. Phone: 3252 7940 / 2352 7240 

 
Banana Benders Backpackers 
Location: 118 Petrie Terrace, Petrie Terrace Phone: 3367 1157 

 
Bayside Lodge Level 3 Supported Accommodation 
Location: 20 Grace Street, Lota Phone: 3348 4800 

 
Bayside Adolescent Boarding Inc (BABI) 
Location: 34 Bays Trs Wynnum Phone: 3393 4176 

Notes: Youth, pregnant and family support service providing medium – long 

term supported accommodation 16-21 years old 

 
Beenleigh Area Youth Service (B.A.Y.S) 
Location: 6 Juniper Crt Beenleigh Phone: 3287 1290 

Notes: Provides medium to long term housing for those 16-21 

 
Blair Athol Accommodation and Support Program 
Phone: 5536 2173 Location: 93 Golden Four Dr Bilinga 

 
Boondall Motel 
Location: 2092 Sandgate Road Boondall Phone: 3265 1722 

Cost: Singles $85 per night Couples $95 per night Families $150 per night 

Notes: Up to 4 children. Close to hospitals. 

 
Born Free Club Hostel 
Location: 27 Brooke St, Highgate Hill 

Phone: 3846 5733 FAX: 3844 1195 Cost: $130/week. 

Notes: Bed & meals. Indigenous hostel. Friendly service. 

 
Bowen Terrace 
Location: 365 Bowen Terrace Brisbane Phone: 3254 0458 

 

Bowman Johnson Hostel 
Location: 5 Oxford Street, Sth Brisbane 

Phone: 3844 2115 Fax: 3844 6165 

Cost: $165 per week single, $230-295 double. $20/night 
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Brighton Motel 
Location: 196 Brighton Tce Brighton 

Phone: 3269 1971 

Cost: $350/week 

Notes: Hotel/Motel Singles Couples 

and Families 

 
Brisbane’s Homestead 

Location: 57 Annie Street New Farm 

Phone: 3358 3538 

 
Brisbane Backpackers Resort 

Location: 110 Vulture St, West End 

Phone: 1800 626 452 

Brisbane City YHA Backpackers 

Location: 392 Upper Roma Street 

Phone: 3236 1004 
 

Burpengary Youth Shelter 
Location: Burpengary 

Phone: 3888 9355 

Cost: Call for cost. 

 

Broadwater Caravan Park 

Location: Gold Coast Highway, 

Southport - Gold Coast 

Phone: 5581 7733 

Notes: Caravan Park 

 
Brunswick Street Boarding House 

Location: 31 Brunswick street 

Fortitude Valley 

Phone: 3216 0081 

Cost: $20 per night/ $85-110 per 

week 

 
Brunswick Street Chambers 

Location: 907 Brunswick Street, 

Fortitude Valley/New Farm 

Phone: 3358 1409 

Cost: $150 per week: 2 weeks rent & 

2 weeks bond in advance. 
Notes: Male only, shared amenities 

Notes: Female only. 14-18 years: phone referral only 

 

C) 
Carseldine / Aspley Caravan Park (Big 4 Caravan Park) 
Location: 763 Zillmere Rd, cnr Dorville Rd: Aspley Phone: 3263 4040 

Cost:1 bedroom cabin without ensuite $220/week. 2 bedroom cabin with 

ensuite $380/week Notes: 1 & 2 bedroom cabins some with ensuite 

 
Chameleon Housing 
Location: 13 Dorall Street Kippa Ring 

Phone: 3284 4805 

Cost: Ring for details. 

Notes: Crisis Shelter, housing and supporting Young People aged 13-17 for a 

period of up to three months. Offer long term housing for those aged between 

16-25 as well as a Youth Bail accommodation program. 
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Christine Court 
Location: 21 Christine Street North Booval Ipswich Phone: 3816 2544 

Cost: 85% of the DSP including rent assistance & utilities allowance. 

Notes: Level Three Supported Accommodation 

 

City Backpackers' Hostel 
Location: 380 Upper Roma Street Phone: 3211 3221 

 
Clare Homes: 
Location: 1st Floor, chermside gardens 766 Gympie Road Charmside 

PH: 3624 2480 / Families in crisis, single mums in last trimester of pregnancy 

Clayfield House Level 3 Supported Accommodation 
Location: 8 London Road, Clayfield Phone: 3262 8273 

 
Clivedon Mansions 
Location: 17 Gregory Terrace, Spring Hill. 

Phone: 3831 1780 

Cost: $130 first week + $200 bond. $120 every week after that 

Notes: Male only 

 
Colville Street Level 3 Supported Accommodation 
Location: 38 Colville Street, Highgate Hill.  Phone: 3844 1041/0407 655 100 

 
Coorparoo Level 3 Supported Accommodation 
Location: 80 Lade Street, Coorparoo Phone: 3397 9679 

 
D) 

Dundalli Youth Service 
Location: 67 Somerset St Windsor 

Phone: 3857 8244    After Hours: 3357 2034 

Cost: Ring for cost 

Notes: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander crisis accommodation for those aged 

between 13-25 
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Durack Gardens Caravan Park 

Location: 758 Blunder Road, Durack. 

Phone: 3372 7300 

Cost: $155-$200/week 

Notes: Permanent Only. children allowed. 

 

E) 

Edgewater Annerley Accommodation 
Phone: 3892 4761 / 0433 770 650 

 

Elbing Rooms 

Location: 37 Peel Street South Brisbane 

Phone: 3844 1948  /  0408 715 239 

Cost: 120-130 per week, $200 bond Notes: Male only 
 

Elly Bennett 
Location: 501 Brunswick Street, New Farm 

Phone: 3358 1175 Fax: 3254 4255 Cost: $154 per week 

Notes: Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander focus. Male only. Meals included. 

 
Econo-Inn/River Motel 
Location: 532 Main St, Kangaroo Point 

Phone: 3391 2644 

Cost: $320/week. $49-$59/night 

Notes: Breakfast Included. May have other places available – Very helpful. 

Ring and explain your situation for more information. 

 
Explorers Inn  Backpackers 

Location: 63 Turbot Street Brisbane 

Phone: 1800 623 288 

 
Eversley Supported Accommodation 
Location: 21 Walker Avenue, Tenneriffe 

Phone: 0419 885 555/3666 0088/3852 1474   FAX: 3852 1471 

 
F) 

Fernwood Lodge 
Location: 56 Thomas Street South Brisbane. 

Phone: 3846 3068 

Cost: $154 per week 
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Four Star Caravan Village 
Location: 322 Deception Bay Road, Deception Bay 4508 

Phone: 3203 1399 

Cost: $60-205 per week 

Notes: children allowed. 

 
Fiesta Place Caravan Park 
Location: 7 Baker Street Camira 4300 

Phone: 3271 1645 

Cost: $85-$140/week 

Notes: Children allowed 
 

Franklin Court Level 3 Supported Accommodation 
Location: 27 Franklin St. Highgate Hill. Phone: 3846 4878 

G) 
 
Gateway Community Group Accommodation 
Location: 6 Thynne Road, Morningside 

PH: 3399 9255 FAX: 3344 1362 

 
Gerards Boarding Houses 
Location: 100 Nickleson Street Greenslopes   Phone: 0404 467 412 

160-200 dollars 
 

Glenhaven Womens 
Location: Aspley – Ring for location 

Phone: 3350 3455 

Notes: Women with children up to 12 years old. 3 children maximum. 

 
Glenhaven Level 3 Supported Accommodation 
Location: 27 Russel Street, West End Phone: 3844 9810 

 
Globetrekkers Family Run Hostel 
Location: 35 Balfour Street Brisbane 

Phone: 3358 1251 
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Goodna Youth Service 

Location: 11 William St Goodna 

Phone: 3818 1050 

Notes: Accommodation, emergency relief and support 15-25 years 

 
Greenmeadow Court Level 3 Supported Accommodation: 
Location: 712 Creek Road, Mt Gravatt. Phone: 3343 2277 

 
Gympie Widgee Youth Service 

Location: 71 Mellor street Gympie 

Phone: 5482 6188 

Notes: 15-25 years male and female crisis accommodation, ring for cost 

H) 

Herston Lodge Level 3 Supported Accommodation 
Location: 129 Butterfield Street, Herston 4006. Phone: 3257 3488 

Notes: Level 3 Supported accommodation: Ring for cost. 

 
Hannah’s Youth House 
Location: 1 Pettigrew Street, Woodend (Ipswich) Phone: 3812 1395 

Notes: Phone referral only. Female only - 15-25 years crisis accommodation. 

 
Hebron Youth House 
Location: 300 Kelvin Grove Road, Kelvin Grove. 

Phone: 3356 6824 

Notes: Male only, 16-25 years crisis accommodation up to 6 months. 

 
Homestead Level 3 Supported Accommodation 
Location: 120 Blackwood Street, Mitchelton.   Phone: 3355 4425 

 
I) 

Integrated Youth Service 
Location: 135 Deporth Avenue, Maroochydore 

Phone: 5479 2499 

Notes: Male & females 14-18 years. Crisis accommodation. 
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Ipswich Independent Youth Service 
Location: 26 Larey Street North Ipswich 

Phone: 3812 1199 

Notes: Single male & female 16-21 years crisis accommodation. 

 
Ipswich Community Youth Service. 

Location: 17 Thorn Street, Ipswich. 

Phone: 3812 1050 FAX: 3812 2971 

Notes: 16-25 years accommodation 

 
Irish Inn 
Location: 77 Heal St New Farm 

Phone: 3358 2382 

Cost: $155 single $240-260 double + 1 weeks rent bond 

J) 
Jane Arnold Hostel – Aboriginal Hostels Ltd 
Location: 155 Moray Street, New Farm QLD 4005 

Phone: 3358 2694 

Notes: Meals included. Indigenous Australian & non-Indigenous Australian 

Singles, couples, families up to 3 children under 12 years 

 
Jacaranda Villas 
Location: 33 Lagonda Street Annerley 

Phone: 3848 6435 

Cost: $200 p/w, $800 bond 

 
Joyce Wilding 
Location: 2371 Logan Rd Eight Mile Plains Phone: 3841 0718 

Notes: Meals included Women with children only, up to 3 children, under 12 

years. Ring for cost. 

 
K) 

Kambu Community Housing 
Location: 11 Wharf Street, Ipswich Phone: 3281 9199 

Cost: Permanent, private rental, Max $200/week. 40 houses 

Notes: Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander. Must be living in Ipswich for 6 months 
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Kanga Lodge 
Location: 73 Heal Street New Farm Phone: 3358 5471 

Cost: $120 per week + $20 cleaning fee 

 
Kelvin Grove Lodge 
Location: 67 Eureka Street Kelvin Grove Phone: 3356 3976 

Cost: $150-180, 2 room sizes available. 2 weeks bond plus two weeks rent. 

 
Kennigo Street Boarding House 
Location: 32 Kennigo Street Spring Hill Phone: 3252 8771 

Cost: $130/week. Notes: Strict rules 

 
Kookaburra-Inn 
Location: 41 Phillips St. Spring Hill Phone: 3832 1303 / 1800 733 533 

 
Kyah House 
Location: 270 Boundary street Spring Hill Phone: 3831 8423 

Cost: $90-130 per week Notes: Small single rooms, strict rules. 

 
Kyabra Community Association Inc 
Location: Kyabra St, Runcorn Phone: 3373 9499 

Notes: Medium term accommodation for families and young people. 

 
L) 

 
Lions Emergency Accommodation 
Location: 16 Carroll Street Nambour Phone: 5441 3837 

Notes: short term crisis accommodation for singles and families as well as 

domestic violence shelters 

 
Lewis Street Shelter 
Location: 10 Lewis Street Redbank Phone: 3381 8316 

Notes: Single male/female 16-21 years 

 
M) 

 

Mt Gravatt South Side Community Association (Long Term) 
Phone: 3343 1441 
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Marlish Aftercare Level 3 Supported Accommodation 
Location: 567 Sandgate Road Clayfield Phone: 3262 8031 / 0408752427 

 
Murray Lodge supported accommodation 
Location: 7 Murray Street Wilston Phone: (07) 3356 2461 

Cost: Low level care  $482/fortnight 

Medium Level Care  $502/fortnight 

High level care $527/fortnight 

Notes: Short term and long term supported accommodation includes breakfast, 

lunch  and dinner, morning and afternoon tea and supper. 

 
Montray Villa Level 3 Supported Accommodation 
Location: 17 Bonney Avenue Clayfield Phone: 3862 3900 

 
Mount Gravatt Motel 
Location: 1750 Logan Rd, Mount Gravatt Phone: 3349 6626 

Cost: $350/week 

 
Murri Watch Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander’s corporation 
Location: 15 Hubert Street Woolloongabba QLD 4102 

Phone: 3891 2822 FAX: 3391 0613 

Notes: Indigenous/non Indigenous service offering support and a bed for the 

night for those in crisis or intoxicated. May require referral from a community 

organisation. 

 
Mununjali Housing 
Location: 35 Anna St Beaudesert Phone: 5541 2575 

Notes: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander long term family accommodation 

 
Musgrave Park Hostel 
Location: 196 Boundary Road, WEST END 

Phone: 3846 5160 Fax: 3844 1195 Notes: $130/week 

 
N) 

New Hope House 
Location: 300 Kelvin Grove Road Kelvin Grove Phone: 3356 6824 

Notes: Youth crisis accommodation 16-25 years. Offers long term support. 
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Nathaniel House 
Location: 130 Camlet Street Mt Gravatt Phone: 3849 4038 

Notes: Short term youth accommodation 15-18 years. Require phone referral 

from a community organisation. 

 
North West Youth Accommodation Service 
Location: Mitchelton Phone: 3855 5233 

Notes: Independent youth accommodation 16-21 years. 6 month lease. 

 
Newmarket Gardens Caravan Park 
Location: 199 Ashgrove Avenue, Ashgrove 4060 Phone: 3356 1458 

Cost: Various available (tents/cabins etc) $50-$100/night. 

 
Newfarm Lodge 
Location: 111 Heal St New Farm Phone: 3358 3751 

Cost: $140-160/week Notes: Single males 

 

O) 
 

Old Boyneside Farmstay (Ozfarm Stay) Phone: 4164-4262 

 
Ozcare 
Location: 48 Peel Street South Brisbane. Phone: 3033 4333. 

Cost: $90-125/week. $18/night. Notes: Meals included. 

 
Orana Youth Shelter 
Location: 144 Bald hills Road, Bald Hills 

Phone: 3261 3969 Fax: 3261 4518 

Notes: Provides 3 months emergency and short-term accommodation 14-18 

 
Othila's Young Women's housing 
Location: 5 Zillah Street Stones Corner Phone: 3847 9633 

Notes: Short term crisis accommodation for females aged 16-25 years. 
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Oxley Pines Caravan Park 
Location: Cnr Kimberly St & Boundary Road, Durack 4077 

Phone: 3375 4465 Cost: $140-$200/week 

Notes: Permanent/semi permanent. Children allowed. 

 



 
P) 

Palace Backpackers: 
Location: 308 Edward Street, Phone: 1800 676 340 

 

Pete’s Palace Backpackers: 
Location: 515 Brunswick St, Fortitude Valley Phone: 254 1984 

 
Pinjara Lodge level 3 supported accommodation 
Location: 171 Kennedy Terrace, Paddington. Phone: 3369 5909 

Notes: High care level 3 supported accommodation 

 
Pindari Women’s 
Location: 28 Quarry Street Spring Hill Phone: 3832 6073 

Cost: $18/night $126/week. Lunch $2.50 extra. 

Notes: Ring to do phone interview. Intake between 3-7pm. 
 

 
 

Pindari Men’s 
Location: 28 Quarry Street Spring Hill Phone: 3832 1491 

Cost: $18/night, $126/week. Lunch $2.50 extra 

Notes: Ring to do phone interview. Intake between 3-7pm 

 
Q) 

Queensland Motel 
Location: 777 Main Street, Kangaroo Point. Phone: 3391 1061 

 
Quiet and Cosy 
Location: 15 Browning Street South Brisbane Phone: 0414 656 180 

Cost: $150 per week + 2 weeks bond. 

 
QCWA Lodge (The Lodge) 
Location: 593 Boundary Street Spring Hill Qld 4000 Phone: 3831 6505 
Notes: Crisis accommodation for those who are homeless or at risk of 
homelessness. 
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Pandora Hotel:
Location: 126 Warren Street Spring Hill

Phone : 3831 2231   
Varying rates,2 weeks rent / 4 weeks bond



R) 

Red Hot Chilli Packers’ 
Location: 569 Brunswick St, New Farm Phone: 3392 0137 

 
Richmond Road Level 3 Supported Accommodation: 
Location: 300 Richmond Road, Morningside. Phone: 3395 6660/0413 159 189 

 
Roma House 
Location: 535 Wickham Terrace Phone: 38391826 Fax: 3839 1851 

Note: Offer support and crisis accommodation. Requires referral. 

To get accepted you can either: 

A) Call HPIQ who will arrange a discussion and assessment 

B) Present at Brisbane Homeless Service Centre or HART4000 and discuss 

Roma House as an option – they will look at your suitability and vacancy status 

and complete an assessment. 
 

Red Cross Homelessness Early Intervention 

Phone: 07 3282 0633 

P.O box 82 Booval Business Centre  
 

S) 

 
Somewhere to Stay Backpackers 
Location: 45 Brighton Road Highgate Hill  

Phone: 1800 812 398 
 

Southside community care 
PH: 3343 1441 

Short term women’s accommodation 
 

Spring Hill Hotel 
Location: 100 Leichhardt street Spring Hill 

Phone: 3831 0102 

Cost: $69/night $240+/week 

Notes: Call to arrange In person interview 

 
Spring Hill Crest 
Location: 277 Boundary Street Spring Hill Phone: 3839 2532 

Cost: $150 per week + 2 weeks bond 

Notes: Single rooms, fridge, bed linen & shared amenities 45 
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St Mary’s Supported Accommodation 
Phone: 3377 3111 

Notes: Own room pregnant or parenting women under 25 years of age 

 
Silky Oaks 
Location: 218 Manly Street Manly Phone: 3906 8888 

Notes: Young women’s crisis accommodation. 

 
Still Waters 
Location: 173 Wardoo Street Gold Coast Phone: 5591 3980 

Notes: Females up to 25 years pregnant or with children under 4 years 

 
Supporting Mothers & Children’s Hostel 
Location: 2331 Logan Rd, Eight Mile Plains Phone: 3841 0718 

Notes: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander corporation for women & children 
 

Southport Caravan Park Phone: 5531 2281 
 

Springtime Gardens Caravan Park 
Location: 13-17 Old Chatswood Road, Springwood 4127 Phone: 3208 8184 

Cost: 2 people: $46/night, $308/week 

 
T) 

Torrington Lodge 
Location: 46 Torrington Street Spring Hill Phone: 3831 6120 

Cost: $150/week + $100 bond. 

Notes: Singles only 

 
Terraced Apartments 
Location: 120 Terrace Street new Farm Phone: 3358 2036 

Cost: $160/wk pay own electricity and gas + $355 bond 

Notes: Single room with kitchenette 3 month lease 

 
Thornfield Cottages Level 3 Supported Accommodation 
Location: 8 Richmond Road, Morningside. Phone: 3899 0095 

 

Toowoomba Youth Services 
Location: 211 Hume Street Toowoomba Phone: 4639 1333 

Notes: Male/female 16-18 years 3 months short term accommodation. 
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V) 

Victoria Gardens Level 3 Supported Accommodation 
Location: 67 Richmond Road, Morningside Phone: 3899 4088 

 
W) 

Willow House Level 3 Supported Accommodation 
Location: 52 Chalk Street, Wooloowin. Phone: 3857 3689 / 0414 573 689 

 
Wilston Court Level 3 Supported Accommodation 
Location: 2 Kedron Brooke Road, Wilston. Phone: 3356 3318 

 
Windsor Lodge Level 3 Supported Accommodation 
Location: 32 Bonython Street, Windsor Phone: 3857 8628 

 
Women’s House Shelta Woolloongabba 
PH: 3391 0005 Supported crisis accommodation single women and families 

 
Y) 

Yellow Submarine Backpackers 
Location: 66 Quay Street Brisbane. Phone: 3211 3424 

 
Yumba Hostel 
Location: 55 Gray Road, Hill End. 

Phone: 3844 3721 FAX: 3844 1867 

Notes: Meals included singles couples & families. 

 
Youth Emergency Services 
Location: 15 Thorne Street Windsor Phone: 3357 7655 

Notes: 15-18 years crisis accommodation 

 
Young Women Program (Community action in the park) 
Location: 11a Southhampton Road Carole Park Phone: 3271 6630 

Notes: 15-25 years homeless or at risk short term Inala & Ipswich areas 

 
Zarmac Supported Shared Accommodation 
Location: 5 Gledson Road Booval (Ipswich) Phone: 0418 738 367 

Cost: Call for cost: two weeks advance 

Notes: Shared tenancies within three bedroom group home situations. 
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Domestic Violence and Support 
 

Food for thought 
In Australia (2005) an estimated 44,100 persons aged 18 years and over were victims of 

at least one sexual assault. Globally one in three women experience some form of 

sexualised violence. In 2005 UNFPA reported that neoliberal policies have led to the 

trafficking of women from poorer to richer countries as sex slaves. This is also reflected in 

'sex tourism' in which Western men exploit the laws and customs of less privileged 

countries to use women and girls as sexual commodities. 
 
 

Domestic violence isn’t just physical – it can be: 

 

Physical - pain, pushing, shaking, slapping, forcing you to do things against your 

will, damage to property 

Emotional - making threats, speaking in a way that is frightening, putting you 

down, emotional blackmail 

Economic - controlling your money, keeping you financially dependent. 

   Social - insulting you or teasing you in front of other people, keeping you 

   isolated from your friends and family, controlling what you do 

   Spiritual - dominating and disregarding your values, religion, cultural beliefs and 

   values. 
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 Some signs you may be in an abusive relationship..  

Your partner often verbally puts you down in front of others. 

Your partner’s actions contradict what they are saying. 

Your partner tries hard to make you dependent on them. 

You often change things about yourself to please your partner. 

Your partner is controlling, they show up at places to check on you, read your 

mail or texts. 

Does your partner isolate you from your friends and family? Do they always 

blame you for their faults and bad luck? Always make you feel guilty and at 

fault? 

Does your partner make you feel on top of the world one moment and 

demoralise you the next? 

Does your partner dominate you to the extent of controlling what you wear/look 

like, treat you inferior and force you to consider them your main priority in life? 

Does your partner get jealous of you, your friends, your successes? Does your 

partner not let you see friends of the opposite sex?  

 
A Note on Consent. 

Many perpetrators of sexual violence in the aftermath say things like "I didn't 

mean for things to happen the way they did." It's likely that a lot of people after 

they've made mistakes certainly regret it and would do it differently if they 

could. Knowing what acting with intention feels like is a key part of a healthy 

relationship, especially for people with a history of sexual assault. Sexual  

     .          If you can't 

communicate your boundaries, ask about someone else's boundaries and act 

appropriately. Trust and boundaries are key elements to any sort of relationship, 

whether it’s based on friendship, organising, work or romance.  

You are Never entitled to sex or people's minds or bodies. You aren’t 

entitled to sex because someone gave their consent last time, or it seems 

like they want it. It’s your job to make sure that you and your partner's 

boundaries are on the table and respected every time.  

assault often happens through the perpetrator forcing what they want onto
you in a  way that slowly pushes your boundaries a tiny amount at a time (in
the level of physical contact, in distance, in emotion..)

No one deserves an abusive relationship. If you are fleeing domestic violence 

you may be able to access a domestic violence shelter through DV Connect. It is 

important to call as soon as possible and explain your situation, as many 

shelters are under-resourced and can be extremely rigid in whom they take 

depending on the length of time separating the domestic violence incident. 
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Brisbane Domestic Violence Advocacy Services 

Phone: 3217 2544 

Notes: Assist with legal issues, crisis support and housing as well as safety plans. 

 

DV CONNECT  

Phone: 1800 811 811 (FOR WOMEN) 

              1800 600 636 (FOR MEN) 

Notes: Assist with crisis accommodation/shelters and counselling.  

 Brisbane Sexual Assault Service (BSAS) 

Crisis Services:  3636 5206         After Hours: 3636 5206 

Community Counselling Services: 3636 5207 

Notes: Operates through the Royal Brisbane Women’s Hospital. Offers 

counselling, medical care & referral. 

 

Statewide Sexual Assault Helpline (24 hour):  

Phone: 1800 010 120 

 

Zig Zag Young Women’s Resource Centre 

Location: 575 Old Cleveland Road, Camp Hill. 

Phone: 3843 1823 

Notes: Offer counseling and support to young women who have experienced 

sexual assault, as well as medium term supported housing to young women 

experiencing homelessness.  

 

Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Service (South West Toowoomba) 

Phone: (07) 4639 3605 

Cairns Regional Domestic Violence Service Inc. 

Phone: (07) 4040 6100  

Legal Aid Domestic Violence Application Assistance Program

Assistance with all areas of the application process 

Phone:  3238 3562

Address: 44 Herschel Street Brisbane
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Phone: (07) 3808 5566         Fax: 3808 5109 

Notes: Counselling for women, children, groups. Support in crisis, information & 

referral and court support.  

 

Brisbane Domestic Violence Advocacy Service (BDVAS)

 

Phone: (07) 3217 2544        Fax: 3217 2679 

Notes: Crisis counselling, advocacy, referral 

Domestic Violence Service (Mackay & Region) Inc. 

Phone: (07) 4957 3888  

Working Against Abuse Service & Legal Service Unit  

Phone: (07) 4622 5230  

Domestic Violence Service of Central Queensland 

Phone: (07) 4982 4288  

North Queensland Domestic Violence Resource Service 

Phone: (07) 4721 2888  

Caboolture Regional Domestic Violence Service Inc.  

Phone: (07) 5498 9533  

Ipswich Women's Centre Against Domestic Violence (IWCADV) 

Phone: (07) 3816 3000  

Immigrant Women's Support Service (IWSS) 

Phone: (07) 3846 3490  

Notes: Works with women and children of non-English speaking background 

who are or have been in violent domestic situations. 

 

SCOPE (Sunshine Cooloola): Domestic and Family Violence Service 4 Safer 

Communities 

Phone: (07) 5479 5911 

 

Working Against Violence Support Service Inc. (WAVSS) Woodridge 
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                GAINING ACCESS TO  

     LONG-TERM SUSTAINABLE   

          ACCOMMODATION 

 

Once you’ve gained a place you can work from (or even if not), the next 

step is to try and break out of the crisis accommodation cycle. The 

following will outline a few paths you can try.

 

 

1) OPEN REAL ESTATE 
 
Looking for accommodation through real estate 

 centres or websites like: 
www.realestate.com 

www.share-house.com.au/brisbane/ 

If you think you’ve been TICA  
black-listed, places like the Brisbane 
Homelessness Service Centre can 
check and advocate for you.  
(See the Emergency Relief Section). 

Rent Connect: 

Advice and Help 

with Private Rental: 

1300 880 882 www.flatmates.com.au 

www.domain.com.au/ 

www.brisbanerealestate.com.au 

brisbane.gumtree.com.au/ 

 

If you manage to find somewhere affordable, you can see if you’re eligible for a 

rental grant or bond loan (see Bond Loan section in the following pages). If 

you’re on TICA, see the TICA section. 
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2) COMMUNITY HOUSING WAITING LISTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 To get on these waiting lists you first need to get an interview with your 

local of Department of Housing to see if you’re eligible. You also need to 

fill out an application ‘Form 7’ (pictured below) and bring it along with 

your ID and an income statement. You can get these forms from the 

nearest Department of Housing office or relief agency (they can also help 

you fill them out). Once you have a Department of Housing application 

and have had your interview you can arrange for interviews with various 

community housing schemes. Get interviews and with and put your name 

on as many lists as you can. Call up monthly to keep them updated and 

remind them of your situation. 

 

 

 

 

National Rental Affordability Scheme (NRAS) 

 

20% below market rent for properties: Contact the Department of Communities 

(Housing and Homelessness Services) on 1300 880 882 and apply for eligibility 

Department of Housing Form 7 
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 DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING OFFICES 
 

Bayside Area Office: Capalaba Tower Court Building, 36 Old Cleveland Road, 

Capalaba 

Phone: 3362 9100                 Fax: 3362 9104 

 

Brisbane Central Area Office:  505 St Pauls Terrace, Fortitude Valley 

Phone: 3872 0320               Fax: 3872 0316 

 

Brisbane North Area Office: 3rd Floor, 18 Banfield Street, Chermside 

Phone: 3896 9900                Fax: 3896 9904 

 

Brisbane South Area Office: Level 1, 221 Logan Road, Buranda  

Phone: 3405 5300                Fax: 3405 5324 

 

Caboolture Area Office : Level 5, Caboolture Park Shopping Centre, 60-78 King 

Street, Caboolture              Phone: 5431 2501                Fax: 5431 2505 

 

Gold Coast Area Office: Robina Town Centre, QLD 4230 

Phone: 5583 2200                   Fax: 5583 2242 

 

 

Inala Housing Service Centre: 14 Wirraway Parade Inala

Phone: 3362 9200            Fax: 3362 9220
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EVICTION  
The eviction process can take up to three months; the landlord cannot 

simply kick you out in a day. The landlord HAS to go through a Form 12

and follow the correct time frame (which sadly is very short without a 
lease - see next page). Despite this many are intimidated and threatened 

 
 

1. Issue a Form 11  – A breach. If the breach is not remedied you'll get a..

2. A Form 12 – A Notice to Leave; From here you'll have time until the 

3. Finally a Warrant of Possession is issued – Your landlord has to try and

get this issued through the Civil & Administrative Tribunal (QCAT). 

 

Even at the warrant of possession stage you can have up to two weeks to 
leave (if you're on a lease). You can find out the exact details by either: 

1) Calling up QCAT  - from here you can find out how long the warrant of 

possession will take to be issued to the police. Most of the time it will take 

up to a week to get it written up. 

2) Calling up the nearest police station – If the warrant has already been 

sent to the police, you can at least call up and find out when they’ll be 

coming over. You may be able to bargain a longer waiting period if they’re 
sympathetic.  
                                       

The QLD Civil & Administrative Tribunal: 

                                       Phone: 1300 753 228 

into leaving early before they can find alternative accommodation or 

To be evicted the landlord HAS to:

court date listed on the form (If you're on a lease).

3. Finally a 

A few things to remember..

1. DONT BE TRICKED - A tenancy agreement is the same as a lease.

agreement to pay an extra $10-20 per week there should be no problem.

3. You NEVER have to leave the property on a Form 12 - Only police can
evict you and that requires a Warrant of Possession (issued by a Judge).

2. If you've simply recieved a breach (Form 11) your first step should be to
negotiate a payment plan with the landlord. If it's reasonable (eg: an 

4. Even on a Notice to Leave you can organise a budget and a payment plan
to present to the judge. If you don't feel comfortable doing this on your own
get a support service to help.

5. Boarding Houses, as of 2010 are COVERED UNDER THE RTA (Residential
(Tenancies Authority) Act! Under this legislation landlords have to follow
the same process (Form 11 and Form 12). If the landlord thinks differently
tell them to call the RTA (1300 366 311). Turn the page for the exact process.

A few things to remember..A few things to remember..

organise their finances.

Even at the warrant of possession stage you can have up to two weeks to 
leave (if you're on a lease). You can find out the exact details by either: 

To be evicted the landlord HAS to:To be evicted the landlord HAS to:To be evicted the landlord HAS to:To be evicted the landlord HAS to:To be evicted the landlord HAS to:



          EVICTION PROCESS FOR BOARDING/ 

            ROOMING HOUSES FLOW CHART 
 (According to the Residential Tenancies and Rooming Accommodation Act) 

 

      

 

 

Depends how long you have been living there.. 

LESS THAN 28 DAYS 

IF YOU DON'T PAY THE

RENT ON THE DAY IT'S DUE 

LANDLORD HAS TO 

GIVE YOU TWO DAYS 

NOTICE, BEFORE 

THEY GIVE YOU A 

FORM 11 (A BREACH) 

IF YOU STILL DON'T 

PAY THE RENT 

LANDLORD CAN GIVE 

YOU A NOTICE TO 

LEAVE (FORM 12) 

IMMEDIATELY 

YOU HAVE 

TO GO 

IF YOU PAY THE 

RENT OR 

ORGANISE A PLAN 

YOU CAN STAY 

MORE THAN 28 DAYS 

IF YOU DON'T PAY THE RENT 

2 DAYS AFTER THE DUE DATE 

LANDLORD HAS TO 

GIVE YOU FOUR DAYS 

NOTICE BEFORE 

THEY GIVE YOU A 

FORM 11 (BREACH) 

LANDLORD HAS TO 

GIVE YOU FOUR DAYS 

NOTICE BEFORE 

GIVING YOU A NOTICE 

TO LEAVE (FORM 12) 

IF YOU DON’T 

LEAVE 

IF YOU DON'T 

LEAVE LANDLORD 

HAS THE POWER 

TO REMOVE YOU 

(COPS) 

IF YOU STILL DON'T 

PAY THE RENT 

YOU HAVE 

TO GO 



LIST OF COMMUNITY HOUSING ORGANISATIONS 

All Require Department of Housing application + I.D to access lists 

 
4Walls Ltd 
Location: 765 Stanley St Woolloongabba  

Phone: 3891 6100     FAX: 3891 6211  

Offer: Long term housing; Transitional housing; Affordable housing; 

Break Through Community Housing Service 

Location: Suite 37-22 King Street, Caboolture 

Phone: 5495 8690  Fax: 5499 1785 

 

Black Community Housing 

Phone: 3846 2555 Fax: 3846 1744 

 
BRIC housing 

Location: 

52 Merthyr Road, New Farm (New Farm) 

 10 Second Avenue, Sandgate (Sandgate) 

 Unit 1/67 Brighton Road, Sandgate (Ti Tree) 

 
593 Boundary Street, Spring Hill (Spring Hill)

 

Phone: 3230 5555       Fax: 3230 5566 

  Brisbane Housing Company 

Location: 
Level 1, 35 Astor Terrace, Spring Hill 
Phone: 3307 3000         Fax: 3839 2000 

Churches of Christ Care Housing 

Location: PO BOX 508, Kenmore  Phone: 3327 1674  Fax: 3378 3925 

Location: 13 Thorn St, Ipswich     Phone: 3812 0422 Fax: 3282 9343 

Location: 2/36 Harvest Ct, Southport, 4215  Phone: 5503 0974 Fax: 5571 2593 
 

Clare Homes Lifeline Housing for Families 

Location: Chermside Gardens, 766 Gympie Road, Chermside. 

Phone: 3624 2480  FAX: 3359 0366 

Inner Northern Community Housing (INCH) 

Location: 106 Victoria Street, Windsor 

Phone: 3857 7070     Fax: 3857 7979 

Interlink Housing  

Location: 8/94 Wembley Road, Logan Central  

Phone: 3808 2206     Fax: 3808 7164       

Open: Monday-Thursday 9:30am-3:00pm 

Eligibility: Properties located in Logan, North Gold Coast and Beaudesert 
 

Mangrove Housing 

Location: 182 Bay Terrace, Wynnum  

Phone: 3893 3299  Fax: 3893 2765 57
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Eligibility: must be on the Department of Housing wait list and have at 

least 3 of Mangrove Housing’s areas on the criteria. 

 

Metropolitan Association Towards Community Housing (MATCH) 

Location: 765 Stanley Street Woolloongabba  

Phone: 3891 6100     Fax: 3891 6211      

Open: Monday-Friday 8:30am-4:30pm 

 

Redback Housing 

PH: 3666 0885  FAX: 3257 3350 

Location: 4/354 Brunswich Street, Fortitude Valley 

Youth Service under 25 Years only 

 

Sunshine Coast Regional Housing Council  

Location: 15 Sydney Street, Nambour 

Phone: 5451 2900      Fax: 5451 2909 

Open: Monday to Friday 9:00am-12:00pm, 1:00pm-4:00pm 

Eligibility: interviews by appointment only 

BOND LOANS & RENTAL GRANTS 
These can help you to secure your accommodation. A Bond Loan is an interest 

free loan to pay a full rental bond to move into private rental accommodation. A 

Rental Grant is a once-only grant for two weeks initial rent. You can tick both! 

 

You can be eligible for these if.. 

- You do not own residential property, a caravan/mobile home etc 

- You do not have debts with Department of Housing* 

- You choose a property that does not exceed 60% of the total household weekly 

income 

- You have proven difficulty through spending 28 continuous days in a 

department approved centre (crisis accommodation etc).  

To apply, pick up a Rental Assistance form (pictured below) from an emergency 

relief place, or find it on the Department of Housing website.  

 

*To get around debts get a support letter from an E.R Agency.  
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    It’s a confusing 18 page form so if you have trouble   

    filling it in take it to an emergency relief centre and get  

    a worker to help you fill it out and fax it off. One part of  

    the form gets filled out by you and the other by the  

    land lord. Be aware that some land lords won’t accept  

    bond loans or rental grants. You’ll also need to get the  

     form witnessed and checked off by a Justice of the  

    Peace (JP). 

 Justice of the Peace List for Brisbane & Ipswich 

 
Brisbane Magistrates Court     Justices of the Peace Branch 

363 George Street Brisbane    Level 6,154 Melbourne Street South  

Phone: 3247 5598                  Brisbane Phone: 1300 301 147 

Monday - Friday,     Wednesday - Friday, 10:00am - 2:00pm 

9:00am - 4:00pm    

 

Myer Centre 

Queen Street Mall, Brisbane Level Q, outside Sussans 

Phone: 3223 6917 Monday, 11:00am - 2:00pm 

 

Toowong Village    Westfield Garden City Mt Gravatt 

9 Sherwood Road Toowong   Cnr Logan & Kessels Roads Mt Gravatt 
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Mezzanine Level, opposite Just   Phone: 3349 7744 

 Kump Shoe Shop    Thursday, 5:30pm - 7:30pm 

Phone: 3870 7177    Saturday, 10:00am - 12:00pm 

Tuesday & Thursday, 

 10:00am - 12:30pm 

  

Booval Fair (QJA)       Ipswich Courthouse 

Brisbane Road Booval QLD 4304             Cnr Limestone & East Streets 

Location: Outside Fonezone              Ipswich QLD Ground floor 

Phone: 3281 0655              Phone: 07 3280 1720 

Thursday, 6:00pm - 8:00pm            Monday - Friday, 9:00am - 4:00pm 

Saturday, 10:00am - 12:00pm 

 

Riverlink Shopping Centre (QJA) 

The Terrace, North Ipswich QLD 4305 Location: Near Medicare  

Phone: 07 3294 5500 Service times: Thursday, 6:00pm - 8:00pm Saturday, 

10:00am - 12:00pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Squatting is the oldest mode of tenure in the Western world and most of us are 

descended from squatters. This is as true of the Queen with her 176,000 acres as 

it is with most house owners/occupiers in Australia. They are all the ultimate 

recipients of stolen land, for to regard our planet as a commodity to be held 

individually, bought, sold and exploited offends every conceivable principle of 

natural rights. 

 

That we are squatters on stolen land is especially evident in Australia. Australia’s 

recent history was built on invaders who squatted and imposed western 

concepts of property. In the 1800s, wealthy farmers squatted huge tracts of 

land, and became a ruling class of landowners. The legal and judicial system, 

based on the British model, explicitly served the ‘landowners’ whilst at the same 

time initiating a systematic genocide on the Indigenous Australian custodians of 

the land.  

SQUATTING HANDBOOK 
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At certain periods in Australia’s more recent history, squatting has been 

tolerated as a necessary housing solution. In the depression years of the 1930s 

the authorities allowed unemployed people to live in shacks, which they built for 

themselves. Today many people are forced into squatting for a number of 

reasons – for example: 

- Unable to access the private market (eg: through bring TICA listed). 

- The lack of affordable housing. 

- Being overwhelmed with lengthy Department of Housing waiting lists 

 

Squatting today is the act of making use of empty, disused and 

abandoned property - to help yourself and others with accommodation or 

to develop community projects (eg: the world wide squatted social centre 

movement).  If this is an option you’re considering, be prepared for a lot 

of hard work (which might not pay off). Here is some advice, as well as 

some things you should know. 
 

                              

   Squatting Case Studies.. 
 

In 1977 plans were announced for a project using land owned by Sydney City 

Council and the State Land Commission (LandCom) on the Pyrmont peninsula. 

The area was to become the site for a major public housing development, known 

as the Pyrmont Point project, comprising more than 600 residential units. In 

1978, with the initial phase of the project underway, the last of the public 

tenants who had been living in Council-owned housing on and around Point 

Street, Pyrmont, were evicted and relocated. The Council, which once had acted 

to preserve the buildings, was now preparing to demolish them.  

In late 1978, the first squatters moved into the empty Point Street buildings. The 

council quickly disconnected the electricity supply to the houses, sent teams of 

workers to remove the roofs, and served the squatters with notices to leave or 

risk being charged with criminal trespass. Luckily, this didn’t eventuate, due to 

Government in-fighting over money, which stalled redevelopment plans. The 

Council’s legal proceedings were deferred and the squatters remained in the 

buildings.  
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More people occupied the buildings and set about repairing them. By early 1981 

over 50 people were squatting in the Point Street terraces and nearby flats. It 

wasn’t until March 1983, almost five years after the squatters had begun their 

occupation, that plans for the housing project were re-announced. By this time, 

private developers had become involved. What had been a major public housing 

project was now going to be a largely privatised development involving the 

multinational corporation CRI. In 1984, the developers brought a Supreme Court 

case against the Pyrmont squatters. With eviction likely, the squatters began a 

campaign to gain public support for their occupation. They drew on public 

concerns about the privatisation of the Pyrmont Point project and the lack of 

affordable housing for the traditional working class low-income inhabitants of 

Pyrmont.  

The high court gave the squatters two months to move out, so the Pyrmont 

squatters tried other methods to legitimise their activities and secure their 

occupation. A large group of squatters addressed a City Council meeting where 

the Pyrmont Point project was being discussed, seeking suspension of their 

eviction orders on the grounds of hardship. Their requests were denied and 

Council reaffirmed its commitment to proceeding with the redevelopment plan.  

In the local government elections of 1984 the Labor Party lost seats in Sydney 

City Council and became reliant upon the support of two independent 

communist councillors, Jack Mundey and Brian McGrahen, for political control. 

With a political history of defending low-income residents against property 

developers and the balance of power in their hands, Mundey and McGrahen 

passed a motion to sell Council land at Pyrmont Point to the NSW Department of 

Housing (DOH). They also passed a motion allowing the squatters to remain in 

the buildings until the negotiations with DOH were finalised and the squatters 

were directed to leave by Council.  

The squatters were to be evicted in May 1984, but by then had garnered so 

much community, political and media support that any eviction attempt would 

have been a political and public relations disaster for the DOH. The Department 

was forced to negotiate quietly with the squatters to establish the Pyrmont Self-

Help Housing Co-operative.  

Sydney City Council quickly organised to purchase buildings in the Pyrmont-

Ultimo area for the Co-operative’s use. Squatters were either rehoused into the 
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new Co-operative’s buildings or into subsidised rental accommodation in the 

Pyrmont area.       

                                    

   �Woolloomooloo 

 
Victoria Street, Woolloomooloo, was the site of the first public housing 

campaign in Australia. In 1971 first-time property developer Frank 

Theeman acquired whole rows of houses in historic Victoria Street, 

Woolloomooloo. Theeman developed plans to demolish the terrace 

houses and build massive office and apartment towers. It wasn’t until 

March 1973 that Theeman gained council approval for his plans, and in 

the following month he began to institute a mass eviction of over 400 

tenants. While some tenants left ‘voluntarily’, others defiantly stayed in 

their homes and the Victoria Street Residents Action Group (VRAG) was 

formed. Street patrols were organised to protect the remaining tenants 

from intimidation by Theeman’s security company, and to protect the 

empty houses from vandalism. The residents quickly gained the support 

of the National Trust, which classified Victoria Street as an area of 

national importance. Most importantly, VRAG approached the 

communist-led Builders’ Labourers Federation (BLF), who immediately 

placed ‘green bans’ on the threatened houses. ‘Green bans’ were work 

bans instituted by builders’ labourers in response to community and 

environmental issues. The green bans placed on the Victoria Street houses 

effectively prevented them from being demolished. On 10 June 1973, the 

first group of squatters moved into 57 Victoria Street; over the next seven 

months the rest of the 22 houses in the street were occupied by a diverse 

collection of people. Victoria Street became one of the first publicly visible 

examples of an urban squatting community in NSW. 

The squatters went to great lengths to live as communally as possible. 

They removed fences from the yards of adjoining terraces and held 

weekly consensus-based meetings. The residents established a food co-

operative and a shared child-minding centre/ dining area, complete with a 
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rotating cooking roster. Film nights were held in one house; another 

building was used as a mechanics’ workshop. 

In an interesting tactical move, perhaps to counter the relative novelty of 

squatting at that time, the Victoria Street Squatters attempted to gain 

legal recognition as tenants. VRAG collected nominal ‘rents’ on the 

squatters’ houses (25 per cent of personal income to a maximum of $10) 

and deposited the total amount (approximately $200 per week) into the 

account of a company owned by Frank Theeman. It was hoped that if 

Theeman accepted the money, or at least failed to explicitly refuse it, then 

an implied contract or tenancy agreement would come into force, thus 

somewhat securing the squatters’ position. Although Theeman later 

claimed that no tenancy agreement could be implied by this payment, his 

assertion still had to be proven by law. In October 1973 Theeman ran a 

test case against one of the squatters, John Cox, under the Summary 

Offences Act. This was probably the first case that sought to determine 

whether squatting was a criminal offence in NSW. Cox lost both the initial 

case and the further appeal. He was found to be neither a legal occupier 

nor a tenant, but simply a criminal trespasser. Not only did this case serve 

to declare squatting illegal in NSW, it also severely limited the scope of 

potential defences for future criminal trespass cases. 

With Cox’s appeal dismissed and the illegality of squatting confirmed, 

Theeman decided to take action against the ‘trespassers’. On 3 January 

1974, less than two weeks after the failure of Cox’s appeal, scores of 

police and a 30-person team of security guards came to forcibly evict the 

Victoria Street squatters. Using sledgehammers and crowbars on the 

barricaded doors and windows, the guards took possession of most 

houses in less than 15 minutes. Once inside, the guards identified 

themselves as ‘controllers’ for Victoria Point Pty Ltd and ordered the 

squatters to leave immediately. Those who refused were forcibly 

removed. Within two hours, almost the entire street had been cleared 

and 44 squatters had been arrested and charged — one for assaulting 

police, six for ‘unseemly language’ and 37 for criminal trespass. The 

squatters were released on bail later that day, on the condition that they 
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would not return to occupy their homes. By evening, all the squats had 

been secured and occupied by the ‘controllers’. The first squatters’ siege 

in New South Wales was over. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Do’s and Don’ts 
 
Finding an empty building is generally pretty easy. Most of places that are 

squattable have been left empty for some time and there will be broken or 

unlocked windows and doors. The inner city and the suburbs are full of empties 

ranging from totally destroyed shells to perfectly livable places that have nothing 

wrong with them. The best way to find a building is to simply walk around the 

streets and look for the obvious signs. Is there mail overflowing from the 

letterbox? An overgrown garden? Broken and/or boarded-up windows and 

doors? Is the power off? If unsure, you might want to ask a postie, a local shop 

owner or a neighbour if anyone is living in or using a place that you think is 

empty. It may help if you make out that you’re looking to rent the place or 

acquire it for use by a housing co-op, or researching it as part of an ‘architecture’ 

or ‘geography’ project on housing or whatever - be inventive and plausible. 

Being honest with the neighbours and local residents about your intentions can 

also be successful although you should be prepared to deal with people’s 

prejudices. If you decide to be straight up then explain your case to them. Give 

them some figures on how many people are homeless and/or on the waiting list 

for public housing and unable to find affordable housing in the private rental 

market. Tell them how you came to be in the situation you’re in. 
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Check all of the obvious access points - doors, windows, skylights, holes covered 

by board or tin etc - to see if they allow you entry into the building.  Kids or 

people looking to find stuff to sell may have already opened one of the windows 

or doorways and in so doing saved you from a lot of work.  If the place still seems 

fairly secure after checking it out, then you will need to get a bit more tricky. 

Dressing in overalls or work uniform (or suits!) may help divert some of the 

attention of others and keep you focused on the task at hand. 

 

It is important to know who owns a building you squat or consider squatting, and 

what the owner intends to do with it.  Usually this is easy as letters are piled up 

in the letterbox . Ask the neighbours if they know. Failing this, you can go to the 

Land Titles Office, which can also tell you if there are any development 

applications for the place or if it is going to be demolished in the near future 

(Have the lot and address handy).  

             Land Titles Office: Mineral House, 41 George St Brisbane.  

A knowledge of the history and intended future of the building will help you to 

realistically evaluate the risks and benefits of squatting there.   

 

Moving In 

 

The first few days/weeks which you spend inside are critical so make sure that 

no-one is left alone and that the building is left empty as little as possible during 

this time. Once you have secured the house there will probably be quite a few 

things needing repair and cleaning up anyway. Get friends to come around, both 

to help and just to be there. Use this time early on to establish your new home. 

Cleaning up any rubbish that has been left outside and putting curtains will 

probably send a good message to the neighbours that you are not going to trash 

the place. If the owner[s] or the police turn up, it is important that you tell them 

that the premises were open and that you just walked in.  A good rule here is : 

Never admit to forcibly entering the place 

Most empty houses are old and ill-equipped in terms of living standards and 

there may be problems with water-pipes, hot water units, leakages, electricity, 

etc. To ensure that the house functions to your satisfaction, repairs will have to 

be done. In most cases, the problems aren't very big, so you can repair them 

yourself as trades-people are quite expensive. For more information check the 

DIY section at your local library, talk to someone at a hardware store or refer to 

some of the websites listed at the end of this pamphlet. 
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GETTING ESSENTIAL SERVICES CONNECTED. 
 

Services such as electricity, water and gas cannot be legally denied to you as long 

as the wiring and plumbing, etc is still intact. All that is usually required to get 

them connected is a phone call to the appropriate company. Sometimes you will 

also need to provide a work number or information about your social security 

status. You can always ask friends to pose as your landlord or employer if 

required. Try not to tell them that you are squatting as they may stuff you 

around or demand you pay a bond. If they are making it difficult for you to 

access services then remind them that state government guidelines hold that all 

essential services must be connected on request regardless of the status of the 

resident.  

 

Always check and repair the plumbing and wiring before applying for a 

connection. If parts are damaged beyond what you are capable of learning to 

repair, and services are unavailable until repairs are made, then you may need 

the services of a trades-person. Again, try not to let trades-people know that you 

are squatting because they may assume that you are not going to pay them, and 

so refuse you service. 

ONCE YOU ARE SETTLED IN.  
 

Once everything is repaired and cleaned up you can now just get on with things 

as normal. Just as you have taken the initiative to find an empty and turn it into 

your home, so can anyone else. You may choose to have an open squat with lots 

of people living in the place and any visitors welcome to stay as long as there is 

space to crash. But there is no reason to think that just because you are 

squatting you have to open your house to anyone who knocks on your door and 

says s/he is homeless. There is also no reason not to give them help and advice 

though. In the end it's up to you, the people who have opened the squat, to 

decide how and with whom you want to live. 

 

SECURING YOUR SQUAT. 
 

On opening your squat you should bring along new barrels for locks, slide bolts, a 

torch or candles, a hammer, screwdriver, etc. Once you are inside your new 
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home, you will firstly need to change all the locks so that you can feel secure and 

safe and keep out anyone that you don't want coming in. Most houses are fitted 

with the standard Lockwood barrell. You will need a phillips-head screwdriver to 

remove the three screws from the back section. Two long screws secure the 

backing plate and the barrel/cylinder to the door. Remove these and the barrel 

will be released. The barrel should be the only part of the lock that needs to be 

replaced. These can be purchased at almost any hardware store. The 

replacement process is pretty straightforward. Most of the problems associated 

with this process concern the proper fitting of the tongue inside the lock. 

Sometimes the tongue is too long and will need trimming to suit the thickness of 

the door. You can tell if the tongue is too long by sliding the new barrel into 

position with the tongue fitted into the slot provided. To shorten the tongue and 

so properly fit the lock to the door you will need a hacksaw and something to 

hold it (pliers or vice) while you cut it to the proper length. 

 

There are many different types of locks. If you encounter difficulties then talking  

to staff at your local hardware store will be the best option as they may know  

what you have to do or at least have some diagrams. 

     

Maintenance 

 
Whilst there are exceptions, most empty houses are old and often their  

essential facilities are in want of repair.  In most cases, however, the problems 

 aren’t very big and you will find that you can do them yourself without  

having to pay tradespeople to do it  for you. 
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Basic d.i.y plumbing 
 

1. Broken copper pipes. 
Make sure that the water mains are turned off.  Broken or cracked water piping 

(most houses have copper) can be cut and repaired.  To go about it, cut out the 

cracked section with a hacksaw [see diagram one].  Then get a piece of garden 

hose and two hose-clips to ensure that there are no leaks. Get the right sized 

hose-clips to fit the hose to the pipe.  Put the clips in the centre of the hose 

piece, then slip the copper pipe into one end and out the other [see diagram 

two].  To finish up, place the clips on either side of the hose and tighten the clips 

with the right screwdriver  

 

2. Cracked PVC pipes. 
Cracked and/or leaking pipes are very easy to repair.  If you have cracks in bends; 

ie, traps under sinks or basins take to it with leak sealant. When using a sealant, 

ensure that the surface is dry for better and longer sealing.  If it is a straight 

section of pipe, get some duct tape and secure it tightly around the pipe so that 

there are no air bubbles. Again, there has to be a dry surface for better sealing. 

 

3. Leaking taps 

There are generally two problems with leaky taps : 

If the tap is leaking while it is off, then the problem is in the spindle. Tap leakages 

of this kind are generally caused by old or deteriorated washers. Usually, only a 

shifting spanner is needed to change tap washers.  Some old taps can be badly 

corroded.  If so, the use of some kind of spray lubricant can make all the 

difference.  To change the washer : 

 

1) Make sure that the water is turned off at the mains 

 

2) Remove the tap handle.  Sometimes there is a button on the handle that 

conceals a screw.  If so, prise the button off and unscrew the screw.  The handle 

should then come off with a bit of a pull. 
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3) Remove the spindle.  Once the handle has been removed you will be able to 

see the end of the spindle surrounded by a flange.  The flange will be sitting flat 

against the tiles or the basin.   The flange can be removed 

by simply unscrewing it anti-clockwise.  With the flange removed, you will be 

able to more fully see the spindle.  The spindle can then be removed by securing 

and turning the shifting spanner around the spindles hexagonal base. 

 

4) Replace the tap washer, which is located inside the spindle. It will have been 

pushed against a ‘seat’ in order to make a water-tight seal. Using your finger, 

feel the ‘seat’ for grooves or nicks that could cause a leak. Put in a new washer, 

making sure the spindle is turned open so as not to squash the washer. When 

screwing the spindle back into the tap, reverse the procedure described in the 

previous step. 

 

If the tap is leaking at the joining of the lever then..  

Make sure that the water is turned off at the mains.  

Unscrew the lever anti-clockwise with a wrench or shifting spanner 

Wrap some teflon tape tightly around the worn thread a number of times to 

prevent further leakage. Screw the lever back on clockwise 

 
Roof Leaks 

Most roof leaks can be repaired with tube silicone in a gun. 

 

SQUATTING FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

(Specific to Queensland): 

 
Just to set the scene: for the purposes of the law, a squatter is simply considered 

to be a trespasser, with one major exception (discussed below). Trespassing is 

not a crime in most cases, unless property damage or injury is caused.  

 

However, trespassing is a tort, which means that someone who trespasses can 

be sued, and this is true even if they do not cause any damage. Signs which say 

'trespassers will be prosecuted' are misleading, as prosecution can only happen 

for a criminal matter. What the signs mean is that civil proceedings will be 

commenced against the trespasser. Squatting is a civil, not a criminal matter. 

 

Legally squatting should be a civil dispute between you and the owner. The 
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owner can take civil action against you for eviction and compensation (sue you). 

The police should not be involved unless there is the threat of violence or a 

breach of the peace however in practice the police are often involves as 

squatting challenges the notion of property ownership and the restricted use of 

land – notions the police are employed to uphold. There are no 'legal rights' for 

squatters.  There are, however, certain steps the owner, owners representative 

or police have to follow if they are to evict you.   
 

 

 

Question 1: What is the eviction process for squatters? 
 

Answer - There is no fixed eviction process for squatters.  

 

The owner of the property is legally entitled to eject a trespasser, but may not 

use any more force than is necessary. If more force is sued than necessary, the 

trespasser may sue for assault. Normally, no force is considered necessary to 

defend a property against a trespasser. However if the trespasser uses force 

during or after entry, the occupier is justified in using a similar amount of force 

to protect themselves and the property. Generally the police are the only ones 

with the authority to remove you. 

 

If the owner is unwilling or unable to remove the squatter, they may call the 

police and ask them to remove the person/people. Unfortunately, there is 

nothing in the Police Powers and Responsibilities Act which prescribes a 

process to be used when a trespasser is to be evicted. 

The correct legal method for an owner to evict involves them applying to the 

Supreme or County Court for a writ of possession. This rarely happens nowadays 

as most people leave when this happens or are simply forced out, but if they do 

follow this path the application is called a Summons and Origination Motion for 

Summary Possession of Land, and it is issued with an affidavit (a written sworn 

document) verifying their ownership of the property and the fact that it is now in 

the unlawful possession of others (namely you). A copy of the Motion and 

Affidavit are attached to a conspicuous part of the property within 21 days of the 

Court hearing. You do not have to attend and it is usually useless to do so as 

unless you can establish a legal right to the possession of the property the Court 

will make an order for the owner take back possession. The owner then registers 

this order with the Sheriff who enforces it by breaking in and legally evicting you. 
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Legally there is nothing you can do unless unreasonable force is used, but at 

least this procedure will give you 21 days to find a new place. 

The cost and time delay of a court hearing has meant that owners generally evict 

by using the Willful Trespass charge. You will be told to leave by the owner or 

face arrest. If you leave nothing will happen. If you don't you will be arrested and 

no one will be able to prevent the owner from dumping your possessions on the 

street. 

 

A final avenue for eviction is for the owner to physically evict you themselves. If 

you are not at home and they put your stuff out and change the locks then there 

is little you can do. However if you are there they risk committing unlawful 

assault. The law is unclear, but it may be that an owner cannot physically evict 

someone in "possession" of their land and must rely on the police or a court 

order. 

Question 2: What if I haven't damaged anything, have 

changed the locks and am paying rates? 

 

A - The act of changing locks and paying rates does not prevent a person from 

being classified as a trespasser. Therefore, in this case, squatters are still able to 

be ejected from the premises (by using police), but the owner would have to get 

a court order for eviction. If a court order is made to evict a person from a 

premises (which would almost certainly be granted on application), and that 

person refuses to obey the court order, this is a crime. This obviously buys the 

squatter a bit more time, but they will ultimately be removed. 

Changing locks and paying rates is, however, relevant to the 3
rd

 question.  

 

Question 3: Do squatters have any rights (similar to the UK) in 

Queensland? 
 

A - Yes, but in extremely limited circumstances. 

There is a legal principle known as 'adverse possession' which means that after a 

certain period of uninterrupted occupation, a squatter may be recognised as the 

owner of the property, no matter if the 'true owner' exists or not. This is the 

ethical approach to squatting; ie. Claiming un-used land. 
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However, the big proviso with this is that it is in practice very rare for all of the 

circumstances necessary for adverse possession to come together. The following 

things must be shown before someone can claim possession of a property in this 

way: 

        a) The property has been abandoned by the 'true owner'; 

        b) The squatter intended to possess the property; 

        c) The squatter, in fact, possessed the property; 

        d) The squatter continually 'possessed' the property for at least 12 years.  

Changing the locks and paying rates are both evidence of b) and c), but they 

alone are not enough to prove adverse possession. Probably the most common 

fact which would prevent someone claiming adverse possession is the 12 year 

period. If anything happens inconsistent with someone's right to possession 

within that 12 years, then the right to adverse possession will not accrue. If any 

of the following happen: 

 

- the true owner attempts to have the squatters removed 

- the true owner permits the squatter to stay there 

- the squatter moves out of the property 

- the squatter fails to demonstrate an intention to possess the 

property, for example by allowing other people to come and go 

..the 12 year period resets. In effect, if the true owner finds out about the fact 

that their property is being used by someone else, it will be virtually impossible 

for adverse possession to be found.  

 

On vacant open land (non government) adverse possession is claimed by 

"enclosing" or fencing the land. 

 

As a result of these difficulties, adverse possession very rarely occurs. While 

there have been a handful of cases of this occurring recently in the UK, it might 

be that adverse possession is more possible there due to the fact that there are 

dwellings which are hundreds of years old, and have therefore had the chance to 

become completely 

abandoned by the true owner. 

  

Question 4: 

 What offences do I need to be aware of when squatting? 

 

Being found within the precincts of a building without legal excuse: This is 
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another one in which you have to prove you have a lawful excuse rather than 

have the police prove you have done something unlawful. The courts have said 

that trespass on land is not a crime and so there has to be some unlawful or 

criminal intent linked to the reason you were found on the premises. This law 

has been brought in to supposedly punish behaviour linked to a criminal purpose 

or which "violates community standards of decorum and tranquility that is likely 

to put the occupiers in fear." Attempting to squat a house for emergency 

accommodation should not fit this definition. This is much harder to prove once 

you are squatting as you are now the occupants and residing on a property is 

surely an excuse for being there. 

 

Willful Trespass: This is a common charge used to evict squatters. The law was 

changed in 1998 and a number of aspects are yet to be tested in court. The old 

trespass law was used when a squatter had been asked to leave the property by 

an owner (or their agent) and that person refused or failed to leave. If you left 

within a reasonable time (which was often defined by the circumstances, but 

generally meant enough time to gather and secure your valuables) then no 

offence had been committed. Under the new law you are not meant to enter the 

property without permission from the owner or occupier. If you have a 

reasonable excuse for entering without the owner's consent then this is a 

defence against the charge. Unlike the old law the police now no longer need to 

get the owner or occupier to tell you to leave as you are the one who has to 

prove that you have the owners' or occupiers' permission. However squatting a 

house gives you "occupation" and as a result you may be able to argue that you 

do not need the occupiers' permission as you are the occupier! If you have taken 

a caveat out on the property (see "Squatters Title" section) then this argument 

has additional strength as you have legally registered yourself as the occupier. 

 

Property Damage: If there are signs of damage or ‘breaking and entering’ this is 

big trouble for you; the onus is on you to prove that the property was accessible 

and open. 

 

Possession of house breaking implements: This is an alternative to the charge 

above. It is a summary offence. It is easier for the police to prove as they don't 

have to show any "intent". Once they have proven you were in possession of the 

"implements" then you have to prove that you had a reasonable excuse for their 

possession. Because the onus is on you to prove your innocence this can be a 

tricky one to get around as once you start talking it is hard to avoid answering 
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other difficult questions. Although you have to prove your lawful excuse and not 

the police it is best to save your explanation for the court. 

 

Willful Damage: This is an alternative to Criminal Damage and is a summary 

offence. Possession of implements with intent to commit a burgulary: This where 

you are found with tools, but there has been no burgularly or they can't prove 

there has been one. With this charge the police must prove that you were 

"intending to steal, assault someone inside the house or commit criminal 

damage". Squatting does not come within these three categories, but the police 

could try this on nonetheless. This is an indictable offence. The main way to 

avoid being found guilty of this charge is to admit to nothing. 

 

Criminal Damage: Intentionally or recklessly causing damage to another's 

property. Unless caught in the act, or unless you admit to it, it is difficult to prove 

that any damage was done by you, especially if the property was empty as 

others may have entered and vandalised the place before you squatted it. To be 

safe it is best to repair any damage caused (whether by you or by others) as soon 

as possible. Criminal damage could range from breaking a window to burning 

down a house and the penalty is imposed accordingly. 

 

If police come a-knocking.. 

 

1. Do not open the door. Speak to them from a window.  

 

2. If they attempt to enter, ask to see their search warrant and identification. If 

possible, write down their names, ID badge numbers, licence plate numbers, 

what police station they're from, etc. Ask them whose orders they are acting 

upon (the owner, neighbours, etc). If they request your name and address (of 

the squat!) you must give it to them if they suspect you have committed an 

offence, or if they believe that you have information that may help them in the 

investigation of an indictable offence. You should ask them what the offence is 

that they suspect you of or which they are investigating. 

 

3. If they claim they are there to evict you at the owner's request then make sure 

that you get them to tell you the owners name so you can make sure they are 

not lying. If they are indeed there on behalf of the owner then you will either 

have to begin negotiating a reasonable period in which you can vacate. If you 

have taken out a caveat on the property (see section below on Squatter's Title) 
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then show them the documentation and inform that you are involved in a civil 

dispute. 

 

4. If they ask you how you got into the property tell them the door was unlocked 

or a window was open to avoid the possibility of being charged with forced 

entry, criminal or willful damage, or possibly burglary.  

 

5. Remind them that squatting is a civil, not a criminal offence, and that you have 

received legal advice stating you should only talk to the owner. 

 

6. Do your best to avoid antagonising them. 

 

7. Try to obtain a lawyer that you can refer the police to should they wish to 

know any further information. 

 

8. If you are arrested for an indictable offence the police are able to do a number 

of things. If you are over 15 they can fingerprint you. They do not have the right 

to force you to have your photo taken, but there is no power to stop them from 

taking a photo without force. They cannot take a forensic sample (blood, hair, 

mouth swabs, etc) without a court order or your consent. You are entitled to call 

a friend, relative or lawyer before being questioned. Do not let the police select 

a lawyer for you as such a lawyer will be on their side not yours. Insist on calling 

a lawyer you know or one from Legal Aid (see Legal Aid section).  

 

9. If arrested you do not have to answer any questions at all, either before arrest 

or during interrogation. You must be informed of your right to remain silent 

during interrogation. Once you have spoken you cannot go back to being silent 

as it will go against you in court. Nothing can go against you for remaining silent 

in the face of every question except to provide your name and the address of 

your squat for bail. Sometimes it can best to answer questions, but until you 

have gained legal advice it is best not to do so. Remain calm, look away and 

answer ‘No Comment.’ 

 

 

Caveats & Squatter’s title 

 

A caveat is a means by which a Certificate of Title at the Land Titles Office can be 

"tagged" to show that someone has an interest in the property. A caveat 
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prevents the Registrar Of Titles from registering another interest against the title 

without first giving notice to the person who lodged the caveat. Generally 

speaking, once a caveat has been lodged against a property, nothing else can be 

lodged against the property without the consent of the person who lodged the 

caveat. One way of proving the date of your possession is to lodge a caveat on 

the certificate of the title. A caveat is an order preventing the property from 

being sold, mortgaged, given away, etc unless the "caveator" is given 30 days 

notification. A caveat under Section 89 of the Land Act of 1958 costs $59 to 

register with the Titles Office and the form you require is "Approved Form C". 

You will firstly need to get the volume and folio number of the property's title 

and will need to provide information as to the reason why you are taking out the 

caveat. On the form you need to write "An estate in fee simple" in the section 

asking about the "Estate or Interest Claimed". In the area titled "Grounds of 

Claim" you need to write "Adverse Posession. Posessory Interest In Above 

Named Land."  

All the people who are on the title will be notified. To avoid alerting an owner or 

bank to your presence only lodge a caveat if there is no mortgage and the 

address of the owner is the same as that of the squat. Lodging a caveat also has 

an advantage in helping you out when dealing with the police. If they come you 

can show them the caveat and tell that you are engaged in a civil dispute over 

who owns the property. It is likely the police will leave you alone in such a case. 

 

Meeting the Owners.. 
 

If you haven't negotiated a tenancy with the owners and they turn up 

unannounced then do your best to politely negotiate. In many cases they will be 

shocked and want you out immediately, but sometimes they will be reasonable 

from the outset or can be brought round by you explaining your situation and 

the advantages of having you there. Should they want you out you will basically 

have to go. If the police are called in to assist with an eviction they will generally 

suggest to the owners that they give you at least 24-48 hours to vacate as they 

generally want as little hassle as possible.  

 

If you are squatting it is a good idea to get in touch some community legal 

centres/tenancy services (EG:TASQ – West End Neighbourhood House near 

Coles), or at least have their phone numbers handy. 
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Tenancy Advice and Advocacy Services: 

 
 Inner Southern Suburbs 

4 Norfolk Road, South Brisbane 4101 

Phone: 3844 9814 

 Logan/Albert/Beaudesert  

Phone:  3208 8736 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Newcastle squat organisers cleared out an old locksmith shop and 

launched a dynamic art and event space in December 2000. The space 

played host to political film screenings, free dinners, durational 

performances, experimental sound nights, site-specific installations and 

acted as a hub for political & community activity. Squatted social centres 

spread throughout Newcastle. The larger Broadway Squat hosted 

numerous festivals and held mass community support - and even led to 

the creation of an ‘UnRealestate’ for other Squatters!  

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

           

 Occupy & Resist – Against landlordism for self-managed housing 

Inner Northern Suburbs 

967 Brunswick St, New Farm.  

Phone:  3358 3951 

 

Newfarm:  3358 3951  

Caboolture: 5428 6011 

South Brisbane: 3844 9814 

Albion:   3262 9555 

Stafford:  3857 8686 

Acacia Ridge:  3277 7583 

General Number: 1300 744 263
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                            Unrealestate and Squatted social centres (Australia) 
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GETTING I.D 
 

For an 18 + card you need to fill out a CARD18+APPLICATION FORM (F3003) at 

your nearest Department of Transport. You need to bring along three pieces of 

I.D (eg: Birth certificate/passport/credit card/medicare card). If you don't have 

 

Brisbane Department of Transport 

229 Elizabeth Street, Brisbane 

Open: Monday-Friday 8:30-4:30. Wednesday 9:30-4:30. 

Phone: 13 23 80    Fax: 3305 8350 

 

Ipswich Department of Transport. 

2 Colvin Street, North Ipswich  

Open: Monday-Friday 8.30am-4.30pm. Wednesday 9.30am-4.30pm 

Phone: 13 23 80b        
Fax: 07 3202 1860 

 

For Birth Certificates you need to visit the Department of Births Deaths & 

Marriages:
 

110 George Street, Brisbane  

Phone: 1300 366 430 

 
 

TICA  
TICA is a tenancy blacklist (basically a landlords union!) that acts to keep thousands

of people out of private rental. TICA listings may be unlawful; a common example is: 

A tenant left owing some money to the lessor and was listed. However the 

rental bond was enough to cover the amount owing, so the lessor did not lose 

any money.   

 

There is a strict 6 month time frame to remove your listing; visit an E.R agency or 

call TICA to find out if you’re listed. Watch out though– they charge $5.45 per 

minute on the phone.  

 

TICA: 1902 220 346  

any ID get a support service to write a letter explaining the situation.

If you think you're going to get TICA listed, try and bring someone with you
to negotiate an alternative with the agent (eg: a payment plan). Early intervention
workers (for example at Micah Projects), can help with getting you off as well.



 
VALUE LAND NOT LAND VALUE 
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DIRECTORY OF COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS 
See other sections for specific organisations 
 
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Legal Service Queensland. 

Location: Level 5, 183 North Quay Brisbane  

Freecall 1800 012 255 (24 Hours) 

PH: 3025 3888        FAX: 3025 3800 

Provide advocacy and advice, helping with rent and bond payments, leaving 

rules, house rules, solving problems, privacy rights and referrals. 

 
ADRA Community Centre 

Argonaut Shopping centre 16/250 Kingston Rd Slacks Creek 

Phone: 3290-3011           FAX: 3290 3266 

Refugee Housing group, provides food, clothing and furniture, emergency 

assistance, rent, counselling, life skills, stress management, conflict resolution 

and parenting courses.  

 

Access Inc Immigrant Support & Counselling   

Phone: 3808 9299  

 

Australian Parenting and Relationship Helpline 

Phone: 1300 365 859  

 

Anti Discrimination Commission Queensland 

Phone: 1300 130 670 

 

BABI Youth & Family Service  

34 Bay Terrace Wynnum 

Phone: 3393 4176  Fax: 3393 5808 

Counselling & Support, workshops, recreation, youth justice programs.  

 

Beenleigh Youth Service  

6 Juniper Crt, Beenleigh 

Phone: 3287 1290  

Youth Programs, counselling & support.  
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Can Do Community Removalist 

Phone: 0437 980 004 

Removalist, supplier of donated white goods, furniture etc.  

 

Carer Respite Centre: 

If you have an impairment and need support services this number can show you 

HACC services around your area 

Phone: 1800 059 059 

 
Caxton Legal Centre 

28 Heal Street New Farm   

Phone: 3254 1811      FAX: 3254 1356 

(199, 195, 196, 197 bus lines) 
Offer free and confidential one to one legal advice; Seniors legal and support 

service; Child support services; Social worker; Evening Advice Sessions: (No 

appointment necessary); Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 6-7:30pm 

 

Centacare South West Brisbane Community Options 

22 Boron Street Sumner Park, with branches at MICAH (62 Peel Street South 

Brisbane) 

Phone: 3279 0477 / 3036 4444 

Support around frailty and mental health. 

 

Centacare Social Inclusion Program 

Location: 10 Creighton Street Mount Gravatt 

Phone: 3422 0152 FAX: 3420 4453 

In home assistance, flexible support programs, personal care assistance, 

domestic assistance, laundry, social supports, transport, outreach worker, trips 

for Indigenous/non-Indigenous people for those homeless or at risk of 

homelessness, people with disabilities and frail.  

 

Centrelink  

13 28 50 (general) 

13 1202 (Multilingual Call) 

Note: You may be able to get a crisis/early  

payment from centrelink if you can prove  

you’re in an ‘extreme circumstance’.                                               

 1800 358 511 or

 

CENTRELINK PROBLEMS? CALL THE WELFARE RIGHTS CENTRE:
 3847 5532

 
 or  3421 2510
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Disability Employment Network 

Suite 1 Ground Floor 282 Wickham Street Fortitude Valley 

Phone: 3252 7422 Fax: 3252 8860 

 

Eagleby Youth Space  

94 - 112 Fire Rd, Eagleby 

Phone: 3807 7988  

Drop in Centre; offers counselling & support.  
 

Footprints Inc   

Intersection of Commercial Road and Florence Street, in Newfarm 

Phone: 3252 3488  Fax: 3252 3688 

Community-based support around aged care, mental health, homelessness & 

their carers.  
 

Gallang Place 

Location: 31 Thomas Street West End. 

Phone: 3844 2283. 

Counselling and support for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People. 

Offer support with: Domestic violence, anger management, relationships, grief 

and loss, self esteem, substance use, abuse, advocacy, police harassment etc  

 

HOMELESS HEALTH OUTREACH TEAM (HHOT) 

Inner North Brisbane Mental Health Service 162 Alfred Street Fortitude Valley 

Phone: 3834 1673         FAX: 3852 20242 

Recovery orientated services. Mon-Friday 8:30am -9:30pm 

 

Immigrant Women Support Services 

Phone: 3846 3490  

 

JIMBELUNGA NURSING CENTRE 

Culturally appropriate nursing and  

support call  ATSICHS on 3393 0055 

Location: 259 River Hills Road, EAGLEBY 

 

Kids Help Line Youth Counselling 

Phone: 1800 551 800  

Ipswich Regional 

Advocacy Service Inc. 

Location: 

Shop 6, Nolan's Plaza  

Corner Limestone and East 

Streets, Ipswich 

 

 

Dads in Distress (Recent separation/counselling/referral/support)

Phone: 1300 853 437

Phone: 3281 5409
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KURBINGAIBAH CENTRE FOR INDIGENOUS AWARENESS 

LOCATION: 41 Boardman Road KIPPA-RING  QLD  4021 

PHONE: 3846 7722 

SERVICES: Substance education and support programs; Cultural youth programs; 

Parenting skills; Budgeting support; Women's group – Jumbunna; 

Yeaca Dhargo Family Project; Numeracy and Literacy Program; Culturally 

appropriate educational workshops. 

 

Kurbingui Youth Development Association Inc. 

34 Handford road Zillmere 

Phone: 3865 1462 FAX: 3265 3263 

Family Violence; Youth and Cultural Activities; Employment and Training; Drug 

and Alcohol Support; Engagement Blackfella way program; Culturally appropriate 

educational workshops 

 

Kummara Family Care Centre  

 Phone: (07) 3846 5654     Fax: (07) 3846 6517 

221 Boundary Street, West End 

Tue to Thu 9.00am - 5.00pm 

Serves as an alternative to child safety; supports those targeted by child safety 

utilising an Indigenous Australian framework. facilitates strategies to enhance 

Indigenous-Australian family functioning and well-being. 

 

Lifeline: 

Phone: 1800 066 247 (General Counselling) 

 

LINK UP ABORIGINAL CORPORATION 

Location: 54-56 Peel St, South Brisbane  

Ph: 3255 0855    Toll Free: 1800 200 855 

Services: Link up re-unites Indigenous Australian families torn apart by racist 

state policy. Reuniting; Support groups; Camps; Workshops 

 

Lotus Place  

26 Merivale Street South Brisbane  

Phone: (07) 3844 0966   Fax: (07) 3846 5207  

Monday 9 am to 3 pm    Tuesday 9 am to 5 pm  

Wednesday 12 am to 3 pm  Thursday 9 am to 5 pm  

Friday 9 am to 5 pm  Holistic Support for former residents of institutions.  
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Multilink Immigrant Support Counselling   

Phone: 3808 4463  

 

Mensline Relationship Counselling   

Phone: 1300 789 978  

 

NORTH WEST ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER COMMUNITY 

ASSOCIATION (NWAICA) 

Address: Unit 3/12 Blackwood Street Mitchelton, QLD 4053 

Phone: 3855 5399 

Services Include: Culturally appropriate interventions; Welfare support; Health 

support; Homelessness support; Employment support; Legal support; Education 

and transport; Computer, phone and internet access 

 

OpenMinds Disability support services 

66 Annerley Road Woolloongabba Qld 4102 

Phone: 07 3896 4222   Fax: 07 3896 4200 

 

QPILCH Homeless Persons Legal Clinic 

Phone: 3846 6317 

Free legal service 

 

RSPCA Pets in Crisis Domestic Violence Program 

Phone: 3426 9916 

  

SPER Debts 

Phone:  1300 131 510 

 

Sisters Inside  

Level 2, 53 Tribune Street, South Brisbane 

Phone: 3844 5066            FAX: 3844 2788         TOLL FREE: 1800 003 242 

Holistic Support for women in prison, Early intervention, sexual assault 

counselling service  

 

Man with a Van   

Phone: 0404 236 090

(Furniture removals etc $40/hour)

  

Refugee Settlement Program (St Vincent de Pauls) 

              3891 9770 or 9560 8666

 

Phone: 
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Address:  9/61 Holdsworth Street Coorparoo  

“Stepping Stone provides a non-institutional setting where adults with a mental 

illness give each other support as they work to rebuild their confidence, stamina, 

concentration, social and vocational skills. Stepping Stone is a voluntary program 

whose participants are members, not patients or clients.” 

 

Talera Child & Family Therapy 

28 Palmer Street Greenslopes. 

Phone: 3397 7287    abuse counselling, domestic and family violence, neglect, 

 

Vietnamese Community Services (support/counselling)  

Phone: 3375 5700  

 

Will Do Removals (Logan) 

Phone: 0421932281 

 

YOS – Salvation Army Youth Outreach Service: 

Caboolture – The lakes centre. Phone 5428 2811 FAX: 5428 1628 

Fortitude Valley – 20 Baxter Street Phone: 3854 1245, FAX: 3854 1552 

 

BUDGETING AND DEBT COUNSELLING 

 
Christians Against Poverty  Phone: 1300 227 000    

Free Debt Counselling, home visits, budgeting, accounts, bankruptsy  

Department of Primary Industries Farm Financial Counselling 

Phone: 13 25 23  

 

Lifeline Financial Counselling: 

Capalaba:   3823 2555 

Chermside:   3861 4400 

Fortitude Valley:   3250 1900 

Springwood:  3209 3622 

Ipswich:   3281 8688     

 

Stepping Stone Clubhouse: 

Phone: (07) 3847 1058   Fax: (07) 3847 1044 

Ipswich Red Cross Homelessness Early Intervention

Phone: 3282 0633

If you're worried about paying the rent/utilities on time, you might be interested
in using Centrepay - It's a free direct-bill paying service through Centrelink.
Call centrelink and fill out a 'Centrepay deduction form'.

If you're worried about paying the rent/utilities on time, you might be interested
in using Centrepay - It's a free direct-bill paying service through Centrelink.
Call centrelink and fill out a 'Centrepay deduction form'.

SPER - Debt management: Phone: 1300 131 510 
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LOOKING AFTER YOURSELF  
This section will deal with health and looking after yourself and staying 

safe in Brisbane. 

1. Health Services & Bulk Billing Doctors 

2. Tips when sleeping rough                3. Brisbane on a Budget 

4. Depression                                           5. Police 

 

BULK BILLING DOCTORS 

 
CBD 7 Day Medical Centre 

Location: 1st Floor, 245 Albert Street, Brisbane, QLD 4000 
Phone: 3211 3611 
 
City 6 Day Medical Centre 
Location: Manor Apartments, 289 Queen Street, Brisbane, QLD 4000 
Phone: 3221 3366 
 
Gladstone Road Medical Centre  
Location: 38 Gladstone Road, Highgate Hill, QLD 4101 
Phone: 3844 9599 
 
Goodna Family Medical Centre 
Location: St Ives Shopping Centre Shop 45/2 Smiths Rd, Goodna QLD 4300 
Phone: 3818 6299 
 
Indooroopilly Family Practice 
Location: 1019 Indooroopilly Shopping Centre 381 Moggill Road, Indooroopilly,  
Phone: 3378 1600 
 
Main Street Medical Centre Kangaroo Point 
Location: 470 Main Street, Kangaroo Point, QLD 4169 
Phone: 3393 1877 
 
West End Family Clinic 
Location: 109 Vulture Street, West End, QLD 4101 
Phone: 3844 4111 

 
 



Dealing with Centrelink         

 
1. Getting on Centrelink 

Contact Centrelink on 13 17 94 and tell them you want to claim a payment. 

There are lots of different payments, the most common being Newstart and Youth 

Allowance.  If you don’t have ID when you claim Centrelink can pay you for two pays 

(4 weeks) while you organise ID. If you can’t get ID Centrelink can support you in 

proving your identity to get it. 

 

2. What if I don’t have a fixed address? 

Centrelink have to pay you even if you don’t have a place to live. You do have to give 

them a contact address though. This can be a friends place or a welfare/emergency 

relief agency. 

 
3. Getting through the hoops 

Depending on your payment, Centrelink can make you look for work, study or 

perform some other activity. It’s important to remember that legally Centrelink can 

only ask you to do things that are reasonable. They have to consider things like your 

age/health/education/being homeless etc. 

Centrelink will penalise you if you don’t do their compulsory activities, but they can’t 

do this if you have a reasonable excuse. Centrelink can cut your payment for 8 weeks 

if you ‘refuse a suitable job offer’, ‘quit your job or get fired for misconduct’ or ‘if 

you’ve had at least three other penalties in six months and Centrelink thinks you 

didn’t go to activities and interviews on purpose’. They have to consider any 

reasonable excuses. 

Important to remember: 8 Week penalties can be appealed and Centrelink must pay 

you while they are doing the review (Called a ‘payment pending review’). You can 

also ‘work off’ the 8 week penalty through applying for certain activities.  
You can appeal any Centrelink decision – All you have to say is “I want this decision 

reviewed by an ARO.” 

 
Early payments: 

There are three different types of early payments.. 

1. Advanced Payment:  This is a once-in-a-year $500 loan 

2. Urgent Payment:       This is when you dip into your next pay 

3. Crisis Payment:       Grant equal to one week of your pension for 

                                      domestic violence, neighbourhood violence,   

                                       floods/fires/one off events 

For help contact WELFARE RIGHTS on: 3421 2510 or 1800 358 511 
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SLEEPING ROUGH 

• Sleeping rough (on the street) is a sad reality for thousands across 

Queensland. This section serves to give a few ideas on how to increase 

your safety when no other options are available.   

• Never sleep directly on the ground as you will absorb the cold. Ensure 

there is some protection between you and the ground (cardboard/ a 

bench etc).  

• Make sure your hands, feet and head are covered to retain body heat. 

• Try not to drink alcohol before sleeping as this causes dehydration and 

makes your body temperature drop.  

• Scout out places during the day – public bathrooms, rooftops, air ducts. 

Be creative. The convention centre has air conditioning and cold water. 

• The most obvious - alleyways and bus shelters, are not recommended as 

you're vulnerable and out in the open. Especially avoid places like the 

Valley – watch out for drunken clubbers looking for someone to pick on.  

• The best thing is to find somewhere unobserved. The less attention from 

police and drunks the better. Parks can be okay but attract late night 

drinkers – choose somewhere behind bushes. Keep the place secret.  

• If you have access to a car - parks and shopping centres are not a good 

idea as you will be hassled by police - sleeping in your car is illegal and it’s 

a big alarm for child safety if you have kids with you. 

• Good areas to park are places like.. 

Dark sections in residential neighbourhoods - Park between houses to 

avoid suspicion. Leave a window a tiny bit open to avoid fogging - a dead 

give away that you’re sleeping inside. The important thing is to scout 

around and find a balance between blending in and being a hermit. 
 
PUBLIC TOILETS                                                               SHOWERS 
Albert Street                                                   King George Square Busway  

Brisbane Square (266 George street)    has a public shower 

Central Railway Station 

City Botanic Gardens                                                            South Bank has showers/pools 

Myer Shopping Centre 

Post Office Square 

Roma Street Station                      Convention centre has air conditioning & cold water 
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Brisbane on a Budget  

 

Meals 
•Govindas (Elizabeth Street, Brisbane ) $10 all you can eat Sunday feast 

programme on every first Sunday of the months for $5.99. 

Mondays-Thursday 11:00am-3:00pm, 5:00pm-7:30pm, Friday 11:00am-8:30pm, 

Saturday 11:00am-2:30pm. 

•King Ahiram Lebanese Restaurant (88 Vulture Street West End Opposite 

Nando’s) Cheap kebabs   

•Indian Kitchen (91 Vulture Street Westend) cheap meals. 

•Around 4:30-5:00pm many of the food court around Brisbane have reduce 

price! 

 

Entertainment 
•City Centre Free Loops This free loop bus circles Brisbane’s central business 

district. The loop bus stops at several destinations including Central Station, 

Queen Street Mall, City Botanic Gardens, Riverside Centre, King George Square. 

Look for red bus stop sign/busses. 

• Brisbane Botanic Gardens Mt Coot-tha (Mt Coot-tha Road Toowong) 

Native and exotic plants, new bonsai house (QLD’s largest established collection 

of bonsai) Admission is free. 

• Queensland Museum at South Bank (near the Cultural Centre bus stop) 

Admission is free. 

• Queensland Art Gallery/ Gallery of Modern Art 

Located on Melbourne Street South Brisbane, both galleries have a huge 

collection of Indigenous and contemporary art. Admission is free. 

• South Bank Beach (showers and change rooms are available.)  

• Markets 

- Wednesday from 10:00am until 6:00pm next to the Casino (Brisbane Markets) 

- Saturday from 8:00am – 2:00pm (Davis Park, West End Markets) 

- Saturday & Sunday from 8-4 (Valley Markets) 

- 2nd and 4th Saturday of every month 6am-noon (Lamington St, New Farm). 

- Saturday 11-5, Sunday 9-5, Friday 5-10pm (South Bank Markets) 

- Riverside Markets Sunday from 8:00am to 4:00pm (on Eagle street the Valley) 

• QLD Police Museum Ground floor of Roma Street Queensland Police 

Headquarters. Open from 9:00am to 4:00pm weekdays. 
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• City Hall Tower  10:00am to 3:00pm 

• Red Cross Night Café (Under city hall) free hot food, showers, toilets and 

access to information and advice for people under the age of 25. The café is 

open every Tuesday and Thursday from 7:00pm until 9:00pm and Sunday from 

3:00pm until 6:00pm.  

• Guided walks in Roma Street Parklands: 10am and 2pm daily 
• St John's Cathedral: The only Gothic cathedral in the world still under 

construction using traditional medieval building techniques.  
• Daisy Hill Koala Centre: 25km south-east of the centre of Brisbane, and part of 

a greater region known as the koala coast, Daisy Hill Koala Centre is situated in 

the open eucalypt forest at Daisy Hill Forest Reserve and is a bushland retreat for 

koalas and other native animals. It is open every day from 10am until 4pm. 

• Visible Ink network of spaces being offered young people under 26; has a zine 

library and entertainment programs 54 Berwick St Fortitude Valley, QLD, 4006 

phone: 3403 0136 

• Jugglers Art Space 103 Brunswick Street Fortitude Valley Brisbane OPEN  Wed 

– Fri: 12pm – 6pm   Sat 12pm – 5pm 

• QLD Maritime Museum Southern end of the South Bank Parklands and next to 

the Goodwill Bridge 9:30-4:30pm. 

• Critical Mass meet the last Friday of every month at 5:15 in Queens Park for a 

protest/bike ride 

• Tai Chi Valley China Town mall every Sunday (Free) 

• Art group at Brisbane Homelessness Service Centre Wednesday & Thursday 

from 10-2 

• Brisbane Square Library (266 George Street Brisbane) 

Open: Monday-Thursday 9:00am-6:00pm, Friday 9:00am-7:00pm, Saturday & 

Sunday 10:00am-3:00pm  

Other facilities: water, wheelchair accessible toilets, private TV viewing seats. 

Library members can also use internet/computer, borrow DVDs and books 

(Official documents that proof address would be required to join. Free to join).  

Universities 

• University of Queensland St Lucia Campus 

Location: Sir Fred Schonell Dr, St Lucia 

Queensland University of Technology Gardens Point Campus 

Location: 2 George St, Brisbane  

Griffith University South Bank Campus 

Universities have free events, museums, great libraries, showers, cold water and 

power points to charge up phones. Sit in on a lecture! 
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DEPRESSION AND STAYING STRONG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
When experiencing an unstable, transient lifestyle, things like loneliness, anxiety 

& depression can become a lot more difficult to handle. There are many 

unaccountable stressors which impact upon those experiencing homelessness 

and suicide is an all too often occurrence. 

 

Depression is a common experience when homeless - stigma, bashings, 

insecurity, alienation, isolation - these all contribute to a worldview which 

encourages negative thoughts and feelings. Like all living creatures, we can heal 

from our injuries and our suffering. If we have a healthy environment, healthy 

behaviors, healthy relationships, we will recover. We need to identify our 

histories of trauma, abuse, neglect, grief, and loss. We need to overcome denial 

on all of our addictive behaviors. We need to provide ourselves with good health 

care. We need a safe place where we can be who we are, and be welcome. We 

need quiet, respectful attention as we tell our stories in as much detail and as 

many times as we need to. 

Suicide: Helping a suicidal person 

 

Be yourself. Listen; let the person unload and ventilate anger. No matter how 

negative the person seems, the fact that they are expressing themselves is a 
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positive sign; a cry for help. Be sympathetic, non-judgmental, patient, calm, 

accepting. If the caller is saying “I’m so depressed, I can’t go on,” ask The 

Question: “Are you having thoughts of suicide?” You are showing them that you 

are concerned, that you take them seriously, that it is OK for him to share his 

pain with you. If the answer is yes, you can begin asking a series of further 

questions: Have you thought about how you would do it (PLAN); Have you got 

what you need (MEANS); Have you thought about when you would do it (TIME 

SET). 95% of all suicidal callers will answer no at some point in this series or 

indicate that the time is set for some date in the future. This will be a relief for 

both of you as it gives you both time to organise a plan which will increase 

coping resources. Stay involved but don’t go it alone. Look after yourself and find 

someone to talk to – friends, family or a professional. A person who feels suicidal 

should get help, and get it sooner rather than later. Research tells us that most 

people with suicidal thoughts do not want to die, they simply want to stop the 

pain. Create an action plan towards gaining the resources needed; A person may 

not have the means to coping, but they may have the means to suicide. 
 
Passage: If you are feeling suicidal 

If you are feeling suicidal now, please stop long enough to read this. It will only 

take about five minutes. I do not want to talk you out of your bad feelings. I am 

not a therapist or other mental health professional - only someone who knows 

what it is like to be in pain. 

I don’t know who you are, or why you are reading this page. I only know that for 

the moment, you’re reading it, and that is good. I can assume that you are here 

because you are troubled and considering ending your life. If it were possible, I 

would prefer to be there with you at this moment, to sit with you and talk, face 

to face and heart to heart. But since that is not possible, we will have to make do 

with this. 

I have known a lot of people who have wanted to kill themselves, so I have some 

small idea of what you might be feeling. I know that you might not be up to 

reading a long book, so I am going to keep this short. While we are together here 

for the next five minutes, I have five simple, practical things I would like to share 

with you. I won’t argue with you about whether you should kill yourself. But I 

assume that if you are thinking about it, you feel pretty bad. 
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Well, you’re still reading, and that’s very good. I’d like to ask you to stay with me 

for the rest of this page. I hope it means that you’re at least a tiny bit unsure, 

somewhere deep inside, about whether or not you really will end your life. Often 

people feel that, even in the deepest darkness of despair. Being unsure about 

dying is okay and normal. The fact that you are still alive at this minute means 

you are still a little bit unsure. It means that even while you want to die, at the 

same time some part of you still wants to live. So let’s hang on to that, and keep 

going for a few more minutes. 

Start by thinking about this statement: 

Suicide is not chosen; it happens when pain exceeds  

resources for coping with pain. 

That’s all it’s about. You are not a bad 

person, or crazy, or weak, or flawed, 

because you feel suicidal. It doesn’t even 

mean that you really want to die - it only 

means that you have more pain than 

you can cope with right now. If I start 

piling weights on your shoulders, you 

will eventually collapse if I add enough 

weights... no matter how much you 

want to remain standing. Willpower has 

nothing to do with it. Of course you 

would cheer yourself up, if you could. 

Don’t accept it if someone tells you, 

“that’s not enough to be suicidal about.” There are many kinds of pain that may 

lead to suicide. Whether or not the pain is bearable may differ from person to 

person. What might be bearable to someone else, may not be bearable to you. 

The point at which the pain becomes unbearable depends on what kinds of 

coping resources you have. Individuals vary greatly in their capacity to withstand 

pain. When pain exceeds pain-coping resources, suicidal feelings are the result. 

Suicide is neither wrong nor right; it is not a defect of character; it is morally 

neutral. It is simply an imbalance of pain versus coping resources. 
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You can survive suicidal feelings if you do either of two things: (1) find a way to 

reduce your pain, or (2) find a way to increase your coping resources. Both are 

possible. 

Now I want to tell you five things to think about. 

1 You need to hear that people do get through this -- even people who feel as 

badly as you are feeling now. Statistically, there is a very good chance that you 

are going to live. I hope that this information gives you some sense of hope. 

 

2 Give yourself some distance. Say to yourself, “I will wait 24 hours before I do 

anything.” Or a week. Beat the thoughts and stay alive. Avoid alcohol and mind-

altering drugs; these will often feed negative thoughts that can make you feel 

sad or bad. Remove anything in the house that could make it real easy to suicide 

if the thoughts have their own way. Remember that feelings and actions are two 

different things - just because you feel like killing yourself, doesn’t mean that you 

have to actually do it right this minute. Put some distance between your suicidal 

feelings and suicidal action. Even if it’s just 24 hours. You have already done it for 

5 minutes, just by reading this page. You can do it for another 5 minutes by 

continuing to read this page. Keep going, and realise that while you still feel 

suicidal, you are not, at this moment, acting on it. That is very encouraging to 

me, and I hope it is to you. 

 

3 People often turn to suicide because they are seeking relief from pain. 

Remember that relief is a feeling. And you have to be alive to feel it. You will not 

feel the relief you so desperately seek, if you are dead. 

 

4 Some people will react badly to your suicidal feelings, either because they are 

frightened, or angry; they may actually increase your pain instead of helping you, 

despite their intentions, by saying or doing thoughtless things. You have to 

understand that their bad reactions are about their fears, not about you. 

But there are people out there who can be with you in this horrible time, and 

will not judge you, or argue with you, or send you to a hospital, or try to talk you 

out of how badly you feel. They will simply care for you. Find one of them. Now. 

Use your 24 hours, or your week, and tell someone what’s going on with you. It 

is okay to ask for help. Don’t give yourself the additional burden of trying to deal 

with this alone. Just talking about how you got to where you are, releases an 
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awful lot of the pressure, and it might be just the additional coping resource you 

need to regain your balance. Try these: 

 

Suicide Call Back Service 

The Suicide Call Back Service is a free nation-wide support service for those at 

risk of suicide, their carers and those bereaved by suicide. They offer up to six 50 

minute telephone counselling sessions, scheduled to suit you.  

Call the Referral line on 1300 659 467 

GROW is a community of persons working towards mental health through 

mutual help and a 12 step program of recovery. Small groups of people who 

have experienced depression, anxiety or other mental or emotional distress, 

come together on a weekly basis to help each other deal with the challenges of 

life. Call them on 3394 4344 

5 Suicidal feelings are, in and of themselves, traumatic. After they subside, you 

need to continue caring for yourself. Therapy is a really good idea. So are the 

various self-help groups available both in your community and on the Internet. 

 

Well, it’s been a few minutes and you’re still with me. I’m really glad. 

Since you have made it this far, you deserve a reward. I think you should reward 

yourself by giving yourself a gift. The gift you will give yourself is a coping 

resource. Remember, back up near the top of the page, I said that the idea is to 

make sure 

 

you have more coping resources than you have pain. So let’s give you another 

coping resource, or two, or ten...! until they outnumber your sources of pain. 

Now, while this page may have given you some small relief, the best coping 

resource we can give you is another human being to talk with. If you find 

someone who wants to listen, and tell them how you are feeling and how you 

got to this point, you will have increased your coping resources by one. Hopefully 

the first person you choose won’t be the last. There are a lot of people out there 

who really want to hear from you. It’s time to start looking around for one of 

them. 

 

 



98 

 

What happens if something happens to one of your friends 

(Bad shot/collapsed etc) 
 

If someone has collapsed, and they're still breathing:  

 

Place them in the recovery position; 

Turn them onto their front, with their head sideways on the side nearest to you; 

Bend their upper arm and their leg on the side nearest to you; 

Straighten the other arm and leg; 

Stay with them, keep an eye on their breathing and tell someone to call an 

ambulance;  

Check their breathing. Be prepared to do mouth-to-mouth resuscitation (see 

below);  

Call an ambulance (000); 

Keep them warm, but not too hot; 

Don't put someone in the recovery position if you think they've got a head or 

neck injury.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Recovery Position.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                             

 

 

Scripts & Medicine..

If you lose or had your MS Contin, Xanax or Valium stolen, or if the doctor has
not prescriped enough medication until your next appointment you can call DDU
on 3328 9890, tell them about your situation and the DDU will:
- Ask if a report has been made to the police (and request the report #).
- Contact the doctor who descriped the medication.
- Contact the chemist where the medication was given out.
- You can go to any doctor and have them contact DDU, who can give them 
   temporary prescribing rights. 

Scripts & Medicine..Scripts & Medicine..
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Whilst waiting for the ambulance, you can increase their chances of survival by 

clearing their airway and then helping get blood with oxygen in it around the 

body to keep the vital organs functioning. It's called cardiac massage. 

Cardiac massage  

Place both hands on the middle of the breastbone halfway down the ribs 

(roughly between the nipples); 

Press down firmly and smooth at a rate of about 80 times per minute; 

Cardiac massage is tiring work, so if there is someone else with you swap over 

every few minutes; 

You can further help the by performing artificial resuscitation (mouth-to-mouth) 

after every 30 cardiac compressions until the ambulance crew arrive and take 

over.  

 

Mouth to Mouth: 
Close their nostrils with your thumb and finger; 

Take a good breath and place your mouth over their mouth; 

Blow into their mouth until their chest expands; 

 

SCABIES 

 

Scabies can be a common encounter in crisis shelters. Scabies are small mites 

which burrow under your skin and make you really itchy – sometimes you can 

see the ‘burrow’ marks on your skin. You can get them through contact with 

someone who has them or sharing an infested bed, lounge or clothes. Pick up 

the cream from the chemist or the nearest E.R agency (Micah/Brisbane Youth 

Service etc). 

 

OTHER HEALTH SERVICES 

 

Hospitals: 

Mater Hosptial:  3163 8664  PA Hosptial:    3240 2111  

RBH:     3253 8111   Logan Hosptial:   3299 8899 

QE2 Hosptial:  32756111  

 



Detox & Rehab    (See previous pages for more health services) 

 

Alcoholics Anonymous Group Work 

PH: 1300 252 666 

 

Brett Pascoe Brisbane Rehab (All Areas)  

PH: 1300 885 223 

Location: 86 latrobe terrace Paddington  

 

Cocaine Anonymous  

PH: 0432 040 023 

 

Damascus Rehab: Private hospital intensive group & personal work,  

PH: 3834 6475 

Location:  Brisbane Private Hospital 259 Wickham Terrace Brisbane 

 

Drugline Free 24/7 Drug & Alcohol Counselling 

Phone: 1800 888 236 

 

Fresh Hope Therapeutic Community Toowoomba 

PH: 1300 557 103 

 

Gillies House Drug and Alcohol Support Centre 

PH: 3010 1000 

Location: Auchenflower 

 

Goldbridge Christian Rehabilitation  

PH: 5591 6871 

Location: 16 White Street Southport 

 

The Haven Residential Drug and Alcohol Rehabilitation Centre 

PH: 3028 9192 

75 Shakespeare Street Coorparoo 

 

GOORI HOUSE: GOORI MEN’S RECOVERY CENTRE 

Location: 69 Haggup St, Cleveland, Q 4163 

Phone:  3821 7633 

Services: Culturally appropriate, 24 hour support addiction centre for Indigenous 

Australians. Three month residential treatment programs 
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Logan House  

PH: 5546 3900  

Location: “36 bed residential drug rehabilitation facility situated in a picturesque 

semi rural setting on the banks of the Logan River, midway between Brisbane 

and the Gold Coast” 

 

Marijuana Anonymous  

PH: 0403 945 083 

 

Moonyah Community Rehab 

58 Glenrosa Road, Red Hill           Phone: 3369 0355 (for Detox) 

FAX: 3369 0866      Phone: 3369 0922 (for Rehab) 

Detoxification unit with inpatient bed between five to seven days, rehab centre 

 

Meeanjin Drug and Alcohol Referral and Advocacy Centre 

Location: Shop 2 188-190 Brunswick Street Fortitude Valley 

PH: 3257 4533 

 

Najara Rehabilitation  

PH:  5476 0877 

Location: Located 5 kms just outside Nambour, the centre of the Sunshine Coast. 

 

Ozcare Rehab/Support with Drug Rehabilitation Orders etc 

PH: 3432 6000 

Location: 41 Waghorn Street Ipswich 

 

Salvation Army Fairhaven Rehabilitation & Detox Centre 

Location: 497 Parklands Drive, Southport, QLD 4215 Gold Coast, Gold Coast East 

Ph: (07) 5594 7288    

 

Transformation Ministries Christian Rehabilitation 

PH:  0755 923 677 

Location: 2 Monaco Street Surfers Paradise 

 

 

 
 

 

Lucinda House Women’s Rehab 

PH: 3371 1409  

Location: 60 Lucinda Street Taringa 4068 

Jesse Budby Centre Aboriginal & Torres-Strait Islander Alcohol & Drug Service 

27 Llewellyn Street New Farm QLD 4005      3358 5855      FAX: 3254 0076 
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Aboriginal & Islander Community Health Service  See Emergency Relief Section. 

 

Adolescent Drug & Alcohol Withdrawal Service  

38 Clarence Street South Brisbane 3840 8400    Fax 3840 2839 

 

BAHLOO WOMEN’S YOUTH SHELTER: 

Location: Buranda Street, Woolloongabba 

Phone: 3391 2815.   

Services: Offers emergency and short term accommodation along with personal 

support and various programs for young women aged 13-17 years. 

Accommodation support through the SAAP Case Management Process 

Programs for young women (social, educational, health, welfare, cultural, 

sporting and recreational activities). 

 

Beyond Blue Depression Line:    1300 22 4636 

 

Biala Community Health Centre 

270 Roma Street in the City 

General: 3837 5799 

Sexual Health Clinic: 3837 5611 

Sauna Outreach Clinics (men who have sex with men): 3837 5611 

AMU (AIDS Medical Unit): 3837 5622 

Indigenous Sexual Health Program: 3837 5675 

Gender Clinic (Transgender persons): 3837 5645 

 

CHILDREN OF THE DREAMING CENTRE FOR SELF-HEALING 

Location: 2 Gray St, Ipswich, QLD, 4305 (with centres in Goodna, Ipswich North, 

and Ipswich South) 

Phone: 3496 1129 

Services: SCAN (Suspected Child Abuse and Neglect); Investigation and 

Assessment; Court Support; Family Group Meetings; Placement Meetings; Case 

Planning; Suicide Prevention; Crime Prevention; Sexual/physical/emotional 

abuse support; family/community violence support; substance abuse support. 

Youth Service, Support & Advocacy. 

Gold Coast Drug Council Inc 

191 West Burleigh Road, Burleigh Heads. 5535 4302 FAX: 5576 2512 

Other Health Services
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DRUG ARM STREET OUTREACH 

INALA WANGARRA INC 

Location: CJ Greenfields Sporting Complex Freeman Road Inala Heights.   

Phone: (07) 3217 0453    Fax: (07) 3217 0246 

Services: Facilitation workshops; Youth Committees and support;  

Dance and Cultural activities 

Location: Level 1, 24 Hamilton Place, Bowen Hills

Phone:  3620 8800

Services: Street outreach service

INDIGENOUS FAMILY & CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES (IFACSS) 

Address: 17 Overend St, East Brisbane 4169 

Phone: (07) 3217 4112 

Services:   Culturally appropriate placements for Department of Child Safety 

referrals; Consultation; Home Visits; Family Group Meetings; Advocacy  

Kambu Indigenous medical Centre  

27 Roderick St Ipswich             3202 2222                  FAX: 3812 5177  

Full medical facilities, a nutrition unit, transport, immunisations, antenatal 

clinics, baby clinics, diabetes clinics, optometry, podiatry, a hearing clinic and 

drug and alcohol counselling. In addition there are workshops on giving up 

smoking, men's health, nutrition, budgeting, stress management etc.
 

Lifeline 24 hour   13 11 14 

Moneycare Brisbane Counselling     342 Upper Roma Street Ph. (07) 3222 6666 
 

Murri Watch Diversion Bed 15 Hubert Street Woolloongabba   Ph. 3891 2822 

 

 

NALINGU ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER DAY RESPITE CENTRE 

Phone: (07) 3865 1162 

Location: 96 Handford Road, Zillmere QLD, 4034 

Services: Helping the community through cultural/social support
 

NUTCHA ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER CORPORATION  

Location: 38 Blackwood Road, Woodridge 

Phone: 3804 3947  Fax: 3808 6337 

 Services (For Logan City and surrounding suburbs): 

Youth court diversion and rehabilitation; Family Violence support; Counselling;  

Advocacy; Youth Mentor Group; Men’s Group (Maibin Yana) 
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POLICE POWERS & LEGAL AID 

 

Several key findings from “

 in Queensland” 

1. People experiencing poverty and homelessness endure extraordinarily high 

levels of police harassment and interference in their lives. 

2. People experiencing poverty and homelessness report being frequently 

searched, often unnecessarily and sometimes unlawfully.  

3. Many people experiencing poverty and homelessness report suffering physical 

brutality at the hands of police officers. 

4. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians living on the streets are 

particularly vulnerable to police interference and harassment. 

5. The court system is often experienced as intimidating and confusing by people 

experiencing poverty and homelessness. 

6. Many people experiencing homelessness and poverty have been supervised 

by community corrections, and/or have been housed in a correctional facility. 

7. Some people experiencing poverty in Queensland report having insufficient 

income to provide themselves with the necessities of life, including food, shelter, 

clothing and access to amenities.  

8. Many of those experiencing homelessness and poverty report feeling looked 

down upon, discriminated against, and excluded by mainstream society.  

9. People experiencing homelessness and poverty are generally of the belief that 

they have no human rights, and/or that they are not capable of ensuring that the 

rights they do have are respected.  

 

"Laws are cobwebs for the rich, and chains of steel for the poor."
- August Spies

No Vagrancy: 

An examination of the impact of the criminal justice system

 on people living in poverty
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Coupled with this was a survey of criminal justice and related professionals; 

some of the key findings were 

1. Many of those working within the criminal justice system alongside people 

experiencing poverty answered that police discriminate against people 

experiencing homelessness and poverty, particularly Indigenous Australians. 

2. Adverse outcomes are attributed by related professionals as a result of a lack 

of access to legal advice and advocacy. 

3. Many criminal justice and related professionals believe that the court system 

is inordinately intimidating and complex, and that people experiencing poverty 

are more likely to be adversely impacted by this than others. 

4. Agree that people experiencing poverty are more likely to have convictions 

recorded against them, and are more likely to end up in prison. 

5. Many of those who work with people experiencing poverty observe the 

extraordinary strength and resilience that their clients demonstrate despite the 

multiple layers of disadvantage they are faced with.  

 

For the benefit of those reading, presented here are details of police powers 

extracted from the Queensland Police Service First Response Handbook. 

 

GENERAL QUESTIONING 

 

Police can require you to state your correct name and address; you can be 

arrested if you refuse. The police officer must supply their details. 

Police may not enter your dwelling unless they have your consent. 

 

SEARCHING 

 

Police may, without a warrant: 

- Stop and detain a person 

- Search the person and anything in the person’s possession for anything 

relevant to the circumstances for which the person is detained 

IF the police suspect that: 

- The person  possesses a weapon, something prohibited under a domestic 

violence order, an illegal drug, a graffiti instrument, tools primarily used for 

illegal activity or stolen or unlawfully obtained property 

-  The person possesses an antique firearm and are is not fit and proper to be in 
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possession of the firearm because of a domestic violence order/the person’s 

mental and physical fitness or the person has been found guilty of an offence 

involving the weapon. The police may also seize anything for the above reasons. 

 

WHEN BEING SEARCHED: 

 

The police must: 

1) Ensure as far as reasonably practicable, the way the person is searched causes 

minimal embarrassment to the person 

2) Take reasonably care to protect the dignity of the person 

3) Unless an immediate and more thorough search of a person is necessary, 

restrict ta search of the person in public to an examination of outer clothing; and 

4) If a more throrough search of a person is necessary but doesnot have to be 

conducted immediately, conduct a more throrough search of the person out of 

public view, for example, in a room of a shop or, if a police station is nearby, in 

the station. 

 

If this is the case, the person conducting the search must be either: 

1) A police officer of the same sex as the person to be searched; or 

2) If there is no police officer of the same sex available – someone of the same 

sex acting at the direction of a police officer; or 

3) A doctor acting at the direction of a police officer. 

 

Before taking a person to another place for a search, the police must consider: 

1) Whether the thing sought may be concealed on the person 

2) Whether, for an effective search, the search should be conducted somewhere 

else; and 

3) The need to protect the dignity of the person. 

 

If the police have obtained lawful power to search someone involving the 

removal of clothing – they may remove the clothes from: 

1) If the person is female – the upper OR lower part of the body; or 

2) If the person is male – the lower part of the body. 

 

The police must tell the person: 

a) They will be required to remove clothing 

b) Why it is necessary to remove the clothing; 

c) Give the person the opportunity to remain partially clothed eg: covering the 
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top half while the bottom clothing is removed. 

 

The search must be conducted: 

1) In a way providing reasonable privacy for the person; and 

2) As quickly as reasonably practicle and the person must be allowed to dress as 

soon as the search is finished. 

3) The officer must not make physical contact with the gental and anal areas of 

the person searched, but the officer may require the person to hold his/her arms 

in the air or to stand with legs apart and bend forward. 

4) If the person to be searched is a child, or a person with impaired capacity the 

search must be conducted in the presence of a support person unless 

1) The police suspect that delaying the search is likely to result in evidence being 

concealed or destroyed; or 

2) An immediate search is necessary to protect the safety of a person. 

 

- Police may search vehicles without a warrant. 

- While in custody, the police may not use force 

likely to cause GBH to a person or the person’s death.. 

- The police must provide you with their name, rank 
and station.       

NOISE COMPLAINTS: 

If a noise complaint has been received, police can enter your premises and can 

seize any property contributing to the noise.   

 
MOVE ON POWERS 

 

Officers may give a move-on direction to a person at or near a regulated place 

if they reasonably suspect the person’s behaviour or presence is or has been: 

1) Causing anxiety to a person entering, at or leaving a place 

2) Interfering with trade or business at the place (only if the occupier complains 

about the persons behaviour) 

3) Disrupting an event, entertainment or gathering at the place. 

 

Move on powers also apply to prostitution in a regulated/prescribed place. 

 

A decision to use a Move on Power interferes with a person’s right to free 

movement and should be able to withstand public scrutiny. Officers should 

consider the following before giving a move on power: 
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1) Any reason the person offers for being in or near the place 

2) The nature of any complaint made about the person; 

3) The nature of any anxiety the person is allegedly causing and whether this has 

any factual basis 

4) The effect of the persons presence or behaviour on anyone else in or near the 

place. 

 

 When can police move you on?  

Firstly, you must be at or near a “prescribed place”. This includes a shop, school, 

ATM, licensed premises, railway, shopping mall.  

NB. If you are soliciting for prostitution, you can be moved on from any public 

place including a road or park.  

Secondly, your behaviour or presence must be:  

• Making people anxious who are coming or going from the place;  

• Interfering with business by obstructing others from coming/going from 

the place;  

• Disrupting an event, entertainment or gathering at the place;  

• Offending or threatening people coming/going from the place.  

Example: you are sitting in the doorway of a shop OR you are making a loud 

noise in the Queen St Mall OR you are disrupting a staged event, a police officer 

can direct you to “move on”.  

 

Where must I move to?  

A police officer can direct you to leave the place for a set period of time 

(maximum 24 hours) OR move a certain distance in a stated direction for up to 

24 hours.  

What else must the police officer do?  

A police officer must give you:  

• reasons for why you are being moved-on; and  

• a reasonable opportunity to comply with the direction.  

You should ask the police officer for reasons if he/she doesn’t explain why you 

are being moved-on. The direction must be reasonable.  

 

Parks and roads are NOT prescribed places. King George Square, New Farm Park 

and Kurilpa Point Park recently became “prescribed places” and move -on 

powers can be used in those areas. 
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LEGAL AID  
Homeless Persons’ Legal Clinic   

Phone: (07) 3012 9773 Fax: (07) 3012 9774 

 
Legal Aid QLD 

1300 65 11 88 - Client information service 

1300 65 01 43 - Indigenous information line 

Tenants Union of QLD Free statewide advice for tenants 

Phone: 3257 1108 or 1800 177 761 

 

Tenancy advice and advocacy service 

Newfarm:  3358 3951  

Caboolture: 5428 6011 

South Brisbane: 3844 9814 

Albion:   3262 9555 

Stafford:  3857 8686 

Acacia Ridge:  3277 7583 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mexican anarchist poster reads “Every person 

is born with the capacity for dignified work 

and a  human existence.” 

The most beautiful people 

we have known are those 

who have known defeat, 

known suffering, known 

struggle, known loss, and 

have found their way out of 

the depths. These persons 

have an appreciation, a 

sensitivity, and an 

understanding of life that 

fills them with compassion, 

gentleness, and a deep 

loving concern. Beautiful 

people do not just happen. 

- Elisabeth Kubler-Ross 

3238 3562 - 44 Herschel Street Brisbane 
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LISTEN, SOCIAL WORKER! 

 

The wealthier a person is, the less likely they are to interest themselves in 

pressing social change for those at the bottom: Gains for the professional 

are simply gains for the professional; If social work agitation merely 

becomes a question of pressing for increases in salary, this is playing the 

usual materialist game when what is needed is a new set of values and 

social processes. 
 

Thus is the paradox of social work: the official dedication to overcoming 

human misery, inequity and domination, and yet the failure to do more 

which produce its need.

 

“Social workers play a crucial part in the management of systemic conflict 

by alleviating the more severe effects of the unequitable distribution of 

economic resources and political power that exists under capitalism. They 

are among the technicians of consent – from the industrial psychologist to 

the school teachers - who defuse the discontented and ‘train’ the 

potentially rebellious. These are the false-comforters, trained in the social 

engineering that turns the moral questioning and value crises of the 

exploited into mere occasions for perpetuating the values of the status quo 

and reinforcing capitalist stability and expansion.” 

 

In this light, ‘neutral’ workers can be viewed as double-agents; while 

claiming to be working on behalf of the service user, s/he is really an agent 

of socio-political control, bolstering the existing social order by reinforcing 

and interpreting moral, social and political rules. Privilege, class, 

individualist rhetoric and inequitable social structures are all left 

unquestioned and remain intact. 

 

Of course, this is not to say that social work should be abandoned; but rather 

that its aim should not lie purely in ‘band-aid’ style reformism – that is, to 

continually alleviate inequalities and social negatives/anti-social behaviours 

which are natural and desired parts of capitalism. Rather beyond this its 

than achieve professional advancement. 

Humanitarian work is self- defeating if it does not seek to alter the factors 

 
which produce its need.

Humanitarian work is self- defeating if it does not seek to alter the factors 
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practice should be coupled with a dedication towards consciousness raising, 

with an aim to dismantle society's oppressive structures; replacing them with 

more horizontal, participatory processes constructed legitimately from the 

bottom up (based on free federalism, diversity, cooperation, 

interdependence  and mutual-aid rather than rugged individualism, 

monoculture, inequality and competition). In the past structural social 

workers have successfully taken advocacy beyond the organisation – for 

example, through organising in the rank and file, engaging in direct action 

through forming solidarity and support committees between workers, 

organisations, community, industry and ‘clients’ - and linking suffering with 

privilege and authoritarian politics, arguing for a large scale switch away from 

helping the victims of social processes towards collaboratively changing the 

social processes. 

Social welfare should not be an appendage to society, but instead society needs 

to change in such a way that meeting human need, even of the ‘nonconformist, 

is built into the society’s structure. We do not want more and better welfare 

services; we want fewer, with people being cared for through community, 

cooperation and mutual aid as a norm. The goals, knowledge, indignation and 

experience gained through social work should be directed towards progressive 

change; those involved have to decide whether they are content to support a 

system where their efforts can only have a band-aid effect. 

 

To create such a movement is a challenge we face and must meet if there is to 

be an escape from contemporary barbarism... If the present wave of repression 

can be beaten back, if the left can overcome its more suicidal tendencies and 

build on the achievements of the past decade, the problem of how to organise 

industrial society on truly democratic lines, with democratic control in the 

workplace as well as in the community, should become the dominant 

intellectual issue for those who are alive to the problems of contemporary 

society. 

I used to think I was poor. Then they told me I wasn’t poor, I was needy. Then they 

told me it was self-defeating to think of myself as being needy, I was deprived. Then 

they told me deprived was a bad image. I was underprivileged. Then they told me 

underprivileged was overused. I was disadvantaged. I still don’t have a cent. But I 

have great vocabulary! 

 – Jules Feiffer.  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT WE GET: 

 

A society guided by market values,  

mutual struggle, individualism & 

 competition. People valued according  

to their utility as consumers. 

 

 

 

Production geared towards profit and the 

ruthless accumulation of capital. A world in 

which a tiny ruling minority control the 

majority of resources and the means to 

survival, in which the majority have to rent 

themselves out as wage slaves simply to 

survive. A world in which work and life are 

separated and given distorted value both in 

importance and necessity. 

 

A monoculture in which Western patterns  

of consumption and ways of knowing  

become the standard, in which everything 

from people to culture are commodified 

and filtered through market values of  

‘efficiency’, calculability, predictability and 

control. 

 

A Parliamentary 'democracy' that gives us 

market rule with the illusion of choice 

between two of the same once every four 

years. A political system that alienates us 

from decision making within our  

communities and over our lives. 

 

 

A Society guided by values of solidarity,  

cooperation, mutual aid and an 

acknowledgement of our 

interconnectedness and 

interdependence. People valued as 

human beings and global citizens with 

inherent dignity and worth. 
 

A dismantling of privilege and  

inequality. Full employment with the   

means to survival owned in common.  

A self-managed economy - industrial,

regionally and internationally, with 

production geared towards social and    

 

Cultural, geographical, ecological, 

political and economic diversity; A world 

where many worlds can exist.  

  

 

 

Decentralised decision making situated 

at the local level over everything from 

resource use to education and 

development decisions.  

Mandated, recallable delegation, and 

direct democracy—where authority is 

legitimately constructed from the 

bottom up through free confederation

rather than imposed from above. The 

Removal of illegitimate authority and  

market/corporate control over 

governance in favour of true democracy 

and self-management.  

 

 

WHAT WE WANT:
 

agricultural, community, workplace,   

tenant, consumer and producer asse-

mblies and councils, federated locally,

ecological good, need and impact.
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“

”

If you look at it from above, the world is small and the colour green of the dollar.  It fits 

perfectly in the price indexes and the valuations of a stock market, in the profits of a 

transnational, in the election polls of a country which has suffered the hijacking of its dignity, 

in the cosmopolitan calculator which adds capital and subtracts lives, mountains, rivers, seas, 

springs, histories, entire civilizations, in the short-sightedness of savage capitalism badly 

dressed up in neoliberal attire.  Seen from above, the world is very small because it disregards 

persons and, in their place, there is a bank account number, with no movement other than 

that of deposits.  

 

But if you look at it from below, the world stretches so far that one look is not enough to 

encompass it, instead many looks are necessary in order to complete it.  Seen from below, the 

world abounds in worlds, almost all of them painted with the colour of dislocation, poverty, 

despair, death.  The world below grows sideways, especially to the left side, and it has many 

colours, almost as many as persons and histories.  And it grows backwards, to the history 

which the world below made.  And it grows towards itself with the struggles that illuminate it, 

even though the light from above goes out.  And it sounds, even though the silence of above 

crushes it.  And it grows forward, divining in every heart the morrow that will be given birth by 

those who below are who they are.  Seen from below, the world is so big that many worlds fit, 

and, even so, there is space left over...Or, in summary, seen from above, the world shrinks, 

and nothing fits in it other than injustice.  And, seen from below, the world is so spacious that 

there is room for joy, music, song, dance, dignified work, justice, everyone's opinions and 

thoughts, no matter how different they are if below they are what they are. 

 

Throughout the world, two projects of globalisation are in dispute: The one from above that 

globalises conformity, cynicism, stupidity, war, destruction, death, and amnesia. And the one 

from below, that globalises rebellion, hope, creativity, intelligence, imagination, life, memory, 

building a world where many worlds can fit..  

 

The world is as big as the heart which first hurts and then struggles, along with 

everyone from below and to the left.                   

                                                                     —Subcommandante Marcos, From the mountains of the Mexican Southeast. 

 

                                                                      

We carry a new world in our We carry a new world in our We carry a new world in our We carry a new world in our 

If voting could change the system ake it illegalIf voting could change the system ...they'd make it illegalIf voting could change the system ake it illegalIf voting could change the system ake it illegalIf voting could change the system ake it illegal

Democracy functions at best within a narrow range in a parliamentary capitalist system and 

even within this narrow range its functioning is enormously biased by the concentrations of 

private power and by the authoritarian, submissive and passive modes of thinking that are 

induced by autocratic institutions. Ritually, we're allowed to vote in a new State manager 

once every three years, but ultimately decision making power, resources, the media and the 

things we need to survive are controlled by a tiny elite and their corporate empires that are 

private, unaccountable and beyond any meaningful level of popular control 
 

“The smart way to keep people passive and obedient is to strictly limit the spectrum of 

acceptable opinion, but allow very lively debate within that spectrum - even encourage the 

more critical and dissident views. That gives people the sense that there's free thinking 

going on, while all the time the presuppositions of the system are being reinforced by the 

limits put on the range of the debate.” – Manufacturing Consent. 
 

hearts.. hearts.. hearts.. 

The world is as big as the heart which first hurts 

 ...they'd m ...they'd m ...they'd m ...they'd m



We are a business run society. Our dignity and humanity are second to the overwhelming and 

overriding need for profit for investors. Capitalism and its structures are profoundly 

sociopathic. In it’s never ending quest for profit & resources the system and those who 

benefit from it commit numberless atrocities as a matter of routine daily functioning. 

Capitalist social relations violate the rights, humanity and dignity of people, their workplaces 

and communities and continue to ever-increasingly threaten us with the destruction of the 

entire planet. 

 
“Capitalism, as a social war, destroys certainties capable of giving any measure of meaning 

to existence on this earth. Anything that allows us to identify ourselves as existing 

independent of capital must be destroyed, or reduced to the quantifiable exchangeability of 

the world market. Cultures, languages, histories, memories, ideas and dreams must all 

undergo this process. For the capitalist market the ultimate goal is to make the entire world 

a desert of indifference populated only by equally indifferent and exchangeable consumers 

and producers..”  – Beyond Resistance. 

 

Even if formal democratic practices exist, making changes 

in the 'shadow' of democratic governance doesn't change 

the system casting it. For example, it’s no accident that 

within one hour of assuming office, Julia Gillard killed 

Rudd’s attempt to force some of the most powerful 

multinational corporations in Australia to pay their fair share of tax and publically capitulated 

to that small section of society that owns the means of production, distribution, exchange 

and communication. What occurred publicly demonstrated that real power lies in the 

Boardrooms of unaccountable national and transnational corporations. If these corporations 

are willing to use their power to unseat a Prime Minister who wanted to introduce a piddling 

resources super profit tax in a country where most corporations legally minimise their taxes 

because of Australia’s corporate friendly taxation laws, what hope is their for any real 

democratic process?  

 

piece of paper, but only when they have become the ingrown habit of a people, and when any 

2 cheeks of the same arse 

attempt to impair them will meet with the resistance of the populace. All political rights and 

liberties which people enjoy today, they do not owe to the good will of their governments, but 

to their own strength: Our rights were won and have to be maintained through struggle. 

Political rights are forced upon Parliament from without, and even their enactment into law 

has for a long time been no guarantee of their security. It's a mistake to believe that society is 

based on rational arguments in the first place – our society is not a debating chamber, but a 

power struggle between different groups with competing interests. 

 

Never be deceived that the rich will allow you to vote away their wealth [and privilege]. 

— Lucy Parsons 

 
Governments, which serve privilege and power, have always employed every means to 

prevent the attainment of rights or render them illusory. Great mass movements and revolts 

have been necessary to wrest them from the ruling classes, who would never have consented 

to them voluntarily. The whole history of the last three hundred years is proof of that. What is 

important is not that governments have decided to concede certain rights to the people, but 

dictatorship, the seemingly insurmountable problems facing the planet and its peoples will 

not be solved by a few at the top issuing decrees, manipulating public opinion or pursuing 

their own agendas.  

Political rights and social gains do not exist because they have been legally set down on a 



the reasons why they had to do this. Whether we have parliamentary democracy or 

dictatorship, the seemingly insurmountable problems facing the planet and its peoples will 

not be solved by a few at the top issuing decrees, manipulating public opinion or pursuing 

their own agendas.  

        All over the place, from the popular culture to the propaganda system, there is   

        constant pressure to make people feel that they are helpless, that the only role they   

        can have is to ratify decisions and to cons  Noam Chomsky 

Many of the roots of the social ills we see all around us today are the direct result of our 

deliberate disempowerment and exclusion from decision making processes. Political 

alienation and the domination of a ruling minority over the majority has been brought about 

by the development of bodies such as the State which are separate from and 'above' the 

general population. As long as centralisation is thought of as the specific function of a 

separate, independent apparatus, bureaucracy and class division will be inseparable from it. It 

is only through establishing real (direct) democracy that we have any hope of retrieving this 

precarious situation. 
 

A truly participatory society - what we call Direct democracy - entails the creation of organi- 

sational forms built from below by the people themselves. In the history of struggle by those 

from below this has entailed experiments with structures based on self-management - that is 

the use of mandated, binding and rotatable delegates always accountable to the base. This 

creation of a Central Assembly of Councils and of a Council Administration - the key factor 

being that such organisational forms do not constitute a delegation of popular power (ie: 

Governments/States) but are, on the contrary, an instrument of that power. Direct 

democracy requires that all economic and social structures of society be based on local 

groups and regions that are real, organic social units; it means that new relations have to be 

Direct DemocracyDirect DemocracyDirect DemocracyDirect Democracy

external agency, acting 'on behalf of' the community. 
 

In the history of struggle from below there is a tendency in human thought and action based 

on this natural inclination towards direct-democrac

olds that Power, unless justified, is 

inherently illegitimate. Structures which are unaccountable and unable to prove their benefit 

to the people should be dismantled in favour of more free and less oppressive social 

organisations, ultimately aiming towards the direction of a classless, stateless society based 

on Other values - liberty, justice, direct-democracy, free-association, solidarity and mutual aid. 

These principles taken to their logical end seek a society free of hierarchy, oppression, 

domination (in all spheres of life), wage-labour, the State and Capital in favour of common 

ownership of the means of survival, direct democracy and a horizontal network of voluntary 

associations and workers' councils with production and consumption based on the guiding 

principle: ‘from each according to his ability, to each according to his need’ – An economics 

based on social and ecological, good, need and impact rather than the ruthless accumulation 

of profit. This ideal of a libertarian, communitarian society built from below has surfaced  
throughout history, with more recent examples having been achieved in the Paris Commune 

ume —

: Confederation from below: Confederation from below: Confederation from below

may, for example, take the form of a Federation of Workers' & Community Councils and the 

developed around life and work, with each other, in the workplace and in the community. It is

only in such units that the participation of individuals can become total and in full knowledge 

of the relevant facts, that people can know and feel that their involvement is meaningful and 

that the real life of the community is being determined by its own members and not by some 

y and the principle that authority and authority and 

dominance are not self justifying. This principle hdominance are not self justifying



(1871), Kronstadt (1917-1921), Ukraine (Makhnovists 1920-22), Hungary (1956), on a large 

scale during the Spanish social revolution (1936-39) as well as the Zapatista struggle for 

dignity in Chiapas (1994-Present). 
 

Such eruptions in history are only possible through the horizontal self-organisation of the 

popular classes, through radically democratic forms of social organisation which maximise 

popular self activity and self-management. The practice of direct democracy within affinity 

groups, strike committees, tenant/workplace/community assemblies, federations etc all 

contributes towards fostering a culture of self-organisation and prevents the emergence of 

external powers and unaccountable representatives. By developing and encouraging rank & 

file networks & struggles that are self-managed by their participants (both in the community 

and in the workplace), people develop the self-activity (direct-action - effective acts from 
below, such as strikes (general and otherwise), lock-outs, occupation, economic 
blockades, pickets, disruption, boycotts, sabotage, community organising etc), self-

organisation, diversity, unity and selfconfidence necessary both to begin sharing ideas around 

improving conditions and dismantling current systems of hierarchy and domination (capitalist 

social relations, patriarchy, racism, privilege & power) and to prefigure the alternative social 

relations, worker/community networks of struggle, organisations, civic life – and ultimately 

the counter-culture and counter-power necessary for

 
These ideals and principles – Which have at times been 

embodied in the term ‘anarchism’ –  form the noble cause 

which we invite you to join here and now. 
 

 

An Injury to one is an Injury to allAn Injury to one is an Injury to allAn Injury to one is an Injury to all

building the foundations for the

 the

 new world in the shell
 of the old. 

 building of a better society. This is known as 'dual power' – 

SOLIDARITY - SELF MANAGEMENT - DIRECT ACTIONSOLIDARITY - SELF MANAGEMENT - DIRECT ACTIONSOLIDARITY - SELF MANAGEMENT - DIRECT ACTION

? 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                     

It's your home - learn your true history. You will develop a better 
understanding of this country, what your place is and what your 
responsibilities are. You need to be linked - you need to be grounded in this 
country that you call home. You won't be grounded until you learn the true 
history and you learn what first nation peoples are on about. When you learn 
that there's not gonna be a white fella black fella thing - we'll be people at 
home. - Tiga Bayles 2010
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UNITY: LET'S GET IT RIGHT! 



WHITE AUSTRALIA HAS A 
BLACK HISTORY 
 
Each distinct Indigenous people has its own description of the relationship to 

the land which link it to a particular geographic area, in its own language. 

Although this is often now described as ‘traditional ownership’, it is not 

ownership in the capitalist sense of a right to do what one pleases with the 

land. It involves duties to the land as well as rights. Traditional Indigenous 

perspectives differ from 'white' individualist ways of land and knowing; 

spirituality and identity are built through connection and relation to the land — 

all is united though a deeply interdependent relationship. When looking at land 

and colonisation through a lens of spiritual, environmental, cultural and social 

interconnectedness, you can begin to see a glimpse of how destructive & 

traumatic white policies have been to Indigenous identity." 

 

Australia is a country built on stolen land and its political system is founded on 

illegitimate authority (terra nullius). The Indigenous people were in sole 

possession of the land on 26 January 1788 and have never sold or given away an 

inch since then. Any land which they do not occupy has been taken from them 

by force. To this day, the theft continues without any regard for the systems of 

relation, land management and knowledge which have been deeply ingrained 

into this land for thousands of years. Racist, authoritarian policies, both past and 

present still (and will) continue to produce poor outcomes for Indigenous people 

today. The dysfunction experienced in many Indigenous communities is a cocoon 

reflecting a much greater dysfunction and violence perpetuated by the State - A 

complex web of systematic attempted genocide, oppression, inter-generational 

trauma, colonialism, white privilege, displacement, self-medication, 

abandonment etc... A ‘Sorry’ means little without action - without 

acknowledging social responsibility. 

 

The facts of the dispossession and its consequences are public knowledge and 

available to anyone who inquires. Through massacre, disease, poison, rape, 

torture, internment and forced dispersal, land was “transferred” to the Crown, 

which generously granted its newly acquired wealth to farmers, pastoralists and 

other settlers as capitalist real estate. Almost all productive land is now in the 

hands of non-Indigenous people.  
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After the stolen land came the stolen children and the stolen wages. The story of 

the stolen children is one of attempted genocide; a covert holocaust. From the 

late 19th Century to the middle of the 20th, the Indigenous people of Australia 

were labeled a “dying race.” This was not so much an observation as it was 

official policy. The ruling class however was troubled by an unexpected 

proliferation of “half-castes”, children almost always of Indigenous mothers and 

white fathers. It was government policy to remove them and absorb them into 

white society (hoping that they would eventually be bred out). Meanwhile, the 

“full-bloods” were expected to continue to be killed or die out, thus eliminating 

potential future claimants of the stolen land. This is what is today known as the 

“Stolen Generation.”  

 

This displacement also disrupted a delicate oral transmission of tradition, 

knowledge and history which had been in continuation for thousands of years.  

 

The stolen wages are another traumatic story of State policy to defraud 

Indigenous people of their hard-earned wages. It has been extensively 

documented in Queensland, but went on all over mainland Australia. Indigenous 

people, under the control of State or Territory governments were contracted to 

work on farms or as domestics with their wages mostly paid into trust accounts 

under the control of local police, with rations doled out as an allowance. The 

trust accounts were plundered by the police and the pastoralists and the State 

governments helped themselves to most of what was left. Child endowment and 

pensions were siphoned off into State government hands with the collaboration 

of the Commonwealth. This is recent history! The claim to Terra Nullius—that is, 

the Common Law claim that Australia was ‘empty/unused land’ until Cook came 

along—was not questioned by law until the Mabo trials in 1988 & 1992.  

 

“They (Indigenous Australians) were deemed and constructed as subhuman — 

little more than animals under the same classification as flora and fauna. This 

was to justify not only the theft of their land - but their extermination. 

Compared to wild dogs, an edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica still in 

circulation when I was at school described them as “Only an animal of prey: 

more ferocious than the leopard or hyena, he devours his own species” — So 

they were hunted and raped and massacred..”  

—Excerpts from John Pilger’s “The Secret Country” 

 

Indigenous people in Australia have survived and resisted an attempted 

genocide, but have suffered greatly in the process. As with all injustices, the 

question is —What is to be done?— The answer, for those concerned in 
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Australia at least, is to stop asking this question as if there is something to be 

done for Indigenous people. If anything, the task for anti-authoritarians in 

Australia is to counter the Eurocentric white-privileged state of mind common 

within the left. It is not up to non-Indigenous people, especially  

anti-authoritarians—who claim to desire participatory, grass roots approaches to 

social change — to tell Indigenous people what is best for them, for that is just a 

continuation of colonial ideology. It has to be remembered that Australia was a 

continent with over 300 regions!    Aboriginal and To rres Strait Islander people 

are not a homogenous group, with varying lore, duties, languages (over 200 

recorded) and customs. Each person is influenced by their own local, spiritual, 

social, environmental and cultural experiences. Collaboration is essential, but on 

their terms, not ours.  

 

This past is and explains the present; If any real or proper approach to social 

change requires means and ends to be linked, it stands that any progressive 

steps forward requires those concerned to walk softly, respectfully, patiently and 

sensitively, with a willingness to engage, share ideas,

Unless you want the cycle of oppression to continue to suit your ideas, Indigenous 

perspectives and collaboration must be key in shaping strategies for progressive 

social change in Australia. 

 

"If you have come here to help me, then you are wasting your time…But if 

you have come because your liberation is bound up with mine, then let us 

work together."  

—  Aboriginal ActiVist group
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We are a volunteer network which joins together to defend our 
rights and build a better world.  
We believe that by working together, workers and tenants can 
protect themselves from exploitation through collective struggle and 
disruptive action. We organise with people who have been cheated 
or mistreated in their jobs or housing to make a set of demands that 
would resolve the problem, collectively present these demands, and, 
if this fails to resolve the offense; to organise a direct-action 
campaign to win a resolution.  

 
Do you want to be added to our action announcement (email + 
phone/text) list? Are you looking for help in dealing with an unfair 
work or housing situation? Are you spreading the word about an 
ongoing struggle such as a strike or lockout? Let us know! 
 

07 4422 0238

bsn@riseup.net
www.solnet.co.nr



Crisis: IpswichCrisis: IpswichCrisis: IpswichCrisis: Ipswich————BrisBrisBrisBrisbanebanebanebane    

    

Within Queensland alone there are 26,000 recorded people 

experiencing homelessness, with many more on the brink of 

homelessness, unaccounted for or in other unstable forms 

of accommodation. Behind the image of the ‘luckiest and 

most affordable state in Australia’ lies a mass of people 

struggling to keep their heads above water. 

 

The aim of this book is to provide some direction to those who 

are homeless or are at risk of falling into homelessness; 

To make hard to find information available for those who 

might want to help someone they see in crisis but don't know 

how, and; To demonstrate to people from all walks of life that 

homelessness isn't a natural or a minor issue. 

 

 

 

WWW.SOLNET.CO.NR

BRISBANE SOLIDARITY NETWORK


